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This composite 
illustration of sn 
alien by Clark 
McCleiand of 
Cocoa Beach, 


director of the 
Mutual UFO 
Network, is 
based on accounts 
by various 
witnesses. 


Is Florida 



Reports of sightings, 
abductions continue 



The Ledger 


T hey’re here. In Florida. And Gulf 
Breeze, a city near Pensacola in the 
Panhandle, is the hottest place in 
the world. 

You don’t have to pick up a supermarket 
tabloid to hear about aliens. There are 
people — maybe even people you know — 
who have seen unidentified flying objects 
in Polk County. 

■ In March, a Haines City police officer 
came across a large, green disc-shaped 
ship that lit up and shut down his patrol 
car. 

■ In 1979, Auburndale policemen re¬ 
ported a UFO sighting, “rapidly moving” 
yellow-orange objects east of the city 
moving along the horizon. 

■ Two months earlier, a Winter Haven 
patrolman made the front page of The 
Ledger with his observation of a "bright 
circular object" in the area above 10th 
Street and Golfview Circle Northeast. 

The Air Force stopped investigating 
UFO sightings in 1969, says Diane Green, 
the chief of community relations for 
MacDill Air Force Base. 

"More than 12,500 reported sightings 


If you sight a UFO, note 
the date, time and 
weather conditions. 
Mark your location; try 
to make notes: What 
did the object look like? 
What color? Any lights 
on the outside? Were 
there any noises con¬ 
nected with the object? 
Did it land? Report 
your sighting to Fearon 
Hicks, 967-1594 or 
write 140 Elaine Drive, 
Auburndale, 33823- 
3016. Your name will 
remain confidential. If 
you should find a land¬ 
ed UFO, never ap¬ 
proach it. If you should 
be affected physically 
by your encounter with 
a UFO, it is advised 
that you consult your 
physician for a medical 
evaluation to document 
the effects. 


were investigated," says Green. “Of that, the vast major¬ 
ity — about 95 percent — were explainable." 

The sightings, she says, were caused by such natural 
phenomena as meteors, satellites, aircraft, lights, bal¬ 
loons, weather conditions, reflections of other planets and 
just plain hoaxes. 

“There was no evidence there was a threat to our na¬ 
tional security,” says Green. 

The Mutual UFO Network, based in Seguin, Texas, re¬ 
ceives reports of sightings from telephone calls, says Wal¬ 
ter Andrus, international director of MUFON. An investi¬ 
gator is assigned and talks to the person who had the 
sighting. 

“We’re able to come up with something mundane to 
explain 80 to 90 percent of the cases,” says Andrus. “That 
leaves 10 to 20 percent that defies any earthly explana¬ 
tion after a thorough examination. ” 

The ones without answers are called UFOs, Unidenti¬ 
fied Flying Objects. 

The ones with explanations are IFOs, Identified Flying 
Objects. 

People have interpreted planets such as Venus or Jupi¬ 
ter as alien crafts, says Andrus. 

MUFON gets the most calls on space debris as it breaks 
up in the atmosphere. Spent rockets used to launch satel¬ 
lites tend to put on a big display, shining brighter than a 
meteorite and possibly covering several states. 

Fearon L. Hicks of Auburndale is state section director 
for the Mutual UFO Network Inc. He believes the Haines 
City sighting and is 99 percent sure it is an extraterrestri¬ 
al craft based on the officer’s description, and the atmo¬ 
spheric conditions of cool temperatures in the vicinity of 
the craft, which would indicate superconductor metal use 
along with electromagnetic propulsion. 

Hicks, who has researched and investigated UFO 
sightings for more than 28 years, also has his own first¬ 
hand experience. 

His first sighting was at age 4, when he was playing 
with neighborhood children in Lake Shipp Heights as their 
mothers watched. 

“I can recall it like it was two seconds ago ..says 
Hicks. “It was just after the sun went below the horizon." 

Hicks saw a disc that went west to east, a luminous 
yellow. 

There was a large, blue-green ring around the outer 
edge, with four, small, blue-green rings at the center of 
the craft. 

In 1958, when Cape Canaveral was launching satellites, 
children would gather in a front yard in Lake Shipp 
Heights before launches. One night, Hicks says, the count 
of UFOs went as high as 85, although more than one may 
have been counted twice because of the activity in the 
sky. 

The crafts were shaped like discs. 

Some were green fireballs. 

And some crafts floated like a falling leaf. 


Since November 1990, Gulf Breeze has been a favorite 
of UFOs and their audiences. 

“Gulf Breeze, Fla. is the hottest place in the world that 
we know of," says Andrus, “where we have repetitive 
sightings." 

Several UFOs are reported each week in the area. 

“The UFOs vary there," says Andrus. “They vary from 
a big red ball of light, kind of glowing. Then it turns to 
white and just disappears into the sky. Sometimes it turns 
out to be six or eight white lights in a circle. One night we 
videotaped it for 9'/: minutes. It did a complete barrel 
roll, those eight white lights. 

“It looks like it’s putting on a show." 

If they are visitors from another galaxy, why are they 
here? 

“We can’t say it’s good or bad," says Andrus. “We can 
only say that UFOs currently want to be seen. Some peo¬ 
ple speculate they’re getting braver and may want to 
make contact.” 

Some also say it’s already happened. 

Hicks, a 43-year-old freelance writer and photogra¬ 
pher, says at least two cases of abductions have been 
reported in Polk County. The abductees want no publicity. 

And there may be more. 

Andrus estimates one out of every 10 people has been 
abducted by aliens. 

Some more than once. 

“Some don’t know it,” says Andrus of the abductions, 
“some do. 

“Some just think it’s a terrible nightmare, and some 
don’t want to know what happened to them.” 

Tonight, national television will delve into the matter, 
with the miniseries “Intruders" on CBS at 9. 

MUFON, though, is a real-life group made up of every- ’ 
one from scholars to everyday people who are interested 
in the unidentified flying object phenomena. 

It has 3,800 members worldwide. There are 22 Polk 


County members. Florida has the third-largest member¬ 
ship, behind California and Texas. 

Investigators from the group interview people who be¬ 
lieve they’ve been abducted or have sighted a craft. They 
question them about what they can remember, and use 
hypnosis as a tool to unblock lost moments. 

“One thing that seems to be very predominant lately,” 
says Andrus, “all are subjected to physical examination 
... one of the areas that seems to come up frequently is 
they’re taking sperm from men and ovum from women — 
for genetic experiments we think. 

“They also take ladies who are pregnant ... they re¬ 
move the embryo to develop in an incubator to bring up to 
full term." 

Andrus says they may also impregnate women. 

So why aren’t these women or men on the front page? 

“They very seldom call the local sheriff,” Andrus says. 
“They’re afraid of ridicule.” 

The calls do come in, though. 

“We’ve had people call up and say aliens or people 
from outer space were shooting rays through the house at 
them,” says Lt. Steve Holland, with the Lakeland Police 
Department. 

“We send an officer out to talk to them ... we haven’t 
found any evidence where rays are being fired from outer 
space.” 

Some people, he says, are Baker Acted — a legal ma¬ 
neuvering designed to protect a person from harming 
himself or hurting others. 

Hicks, though, says people who have been talking about 
visitors from outer space have long been discredited. 

He says it was common practice to discourage people 
from calling in UFO tips in the ’50s. The government, he 
says, did not see potential aliens as a threat to national 
security. But people tying up phone lines was. 

Hicks comes armed when he talks about neighbors 
from another galaxy. 


He has a front page from the Roswell (N.M.) Daily 
Record that tells of a 1947 UFO crash. 

It boldly goes into territory generally reserved for 
checkout counter reading: RAAF (Roswell Army Air 
Force) Captures Flying Saucer on Ranch in Roswell 
Region. 

Hicks says the incident may actually have been two 
UFOs involved in a collision. The episode is the subject of 
a book, "UFO Crash at Roswell" by Kevin Randle and 
Donald Schmitt, that found 300 witnesses and an event 
cloaked in government secrecy. 

MUFON’s goal is to unravel the UFO enigma, to edu¬ 
cate and to furnish positive proof of what UFOs are. 

MUFON interviews with people who have been abduct¬ 
ed or contacted, says Hicks, have found evidence of more 
than 70 different species visiting planet Earth. 

■ Some aliens, for instance, are believed to be 3 V: to 4 
feet tall. 

■ Weigh 40 to 60 pounds. 

■ Some have extremely long arms. 

■ They generally have four fingers and no thumbs. 

■ Some are strictly vegetarians. They take vegetable 
matter, chew it and then spit out the cellulose. 

How many people have actually seen aliens or their 
crafts, though, is not known. 

Locally, there are the two cases of abductions that 
were referred to Hicks. 

“There are many more," says Hicks. “But people are 
afraid to talk, afraid of being labeled ‘mentally 
unbalanced.’ ” 

But regardless of how many are out there, Hicks is sure 
of a one thing: 

“If the occupants of the UFOs wanted to take over,” he 
says, “they could have done so a long time ago." 


Ledger file reports were used in this story. 





Albuquerque, NM - July 5, 1992 



■ imt 

^ ' ifW JM wfcr v . 



In 1947, 
Roswell had 
a close 

encounter with 
a UFO, and 
with fleeting 
fame. Interest 
in the story 
persists, and 
now the town 
hopes to make 
permanent 
room for its 
notorious 
'visitors.' 


By Fritz Thompson / Journal Staff Writer 


Above, John Price's 
re-creation of the Roswell 
UFO incident appears in a 
wing of a video rental 
store called the Outa 
Limits UFO Enigma 
Museum. Price’s “flying 
saucer" is made of two 
6-foot satellite dishes 
welded together, painted 
silver, topped by a green 
beacon and encircled by 
flashing red and yellow 
lights. Scattered around 
the UFO are life-sized 
mannequins stitched by 
Price's sister, 
representing the “bodies" 
of four extraterrestrial 
travelers. Price says he 
has had more than 400 
visitors since he opened 
his museum in April 



ROSWELL — The man who 
officially announced to the world 
in 1947 that the U.S. government 
had found a crashed flying saucer 
is today, 45 years later, back in 
the space business — only this 
time he’s looking for an empty 
building with lots of room. 

Walter Haut thinks it’s about 
time the city of Roswell cashed in 
on the fleeting notoriety it gained 
when pieces of the wreckage were 
hauled into a nearby hangar at 
the air base. 

He and a couple of friends who 
were around in those days want to 
open what they say will be the 
world's first UFO museum and 
research center. 

“It’s part of New Mexico's 
history,” he says. “The UFO crash 
is of significant historical value.” 

Haut says the museum idea has 
been enthusiastically — if 
somewhat bashfully — embraced 
by Roswell. And he wants people 
to know he and his friends are 
serious: “We’re not a bunch of 
weird Harolds with Frisbees and 
stuff.” 

Date with destiny 

In 1947, Haut was a first 
lieutenant and public information 
officer at the Roswell Army Air 
Field when he was cast in a key 


role of what became known as 
'the Roswell incident." 

Officers from the air field that 
summer had been directed to a 
place far out in the open country, 
where they found a huge, 
elongated gouge in the soil and 
scattered pieces of a mysterious 
foil, or metal. 

On July 8 of that year, on 
orders from the base intelligence 
officer, Maj. Jesse Marcel, Haut 
distributed a news release saying 
the military had recovered the 
wreckage of a “flying disc.” 

The news release began, “The 
many rumors regarding the flying 
discs became a reality yesterday 
...” It said the wreckage had 
been found by a rancher in an 
isolated area some 70 miles 
northwest of Roswell. 

The announcement was the first 
and only time the U.S. 
government publicly 
acknowledged it had possession of 
a flying saucer, or at least pieces 
of one. 

Worldwide, the news media 
were stunned. Telephones at 
various places in Roswell rang all 
day. Lines to the air field’s offices 
were jammed. 


Meanwhile, a man named Glenn 
Dennis was experiencing a 
different kind of encounter. A 
Roswell mortician in 1947, Dennis 
was to become moderately famous 
after he said he was queried by 
telephone about tissue 
preservation techniques. A day 
later he was told by a nurse, in 
great detail, about three alien 
beings who were dead on arrival 
at the base hospital. Dennis never 
saw the bodies. The telephone 
calls were from military doctors 
and were made to the mortuary 
on the evening of July 8. 

What Dennis heard that day 
didn’t seem important until years 
later, when researchers found 
supposed witnesses who said 
three (maybe four) space 
travelers were found dead at a 
crashed spaceship several miles 
from the gouged earth. 

Haut’s press release didn't 
mention bodies, but the news of 
the flying saucer still caused an 
uproar. The military became 
nervous. 

A day later, on July 9, Brig. 
Gen. Roger Ramey said the Army 
had made a mistake, that the 
wreckage was simply the 
remnants of a crashed weather 
balloon and that there was no 
“flying disc.” His announcement 
didn't sav anything about bodies. 


The story died quickly. Within 
two days, it vanished from the 
news. It stayed gone for 30 years. 

In 1980, a book called “The 
Roswell Incident” was published. 

It cited new evidence, raised new 
questions. 

A growing number of 
researchers decided the crash 
northwest of Roswell — and the 
subsequent actions of the military 
— was one of the most important 
events in the history of UFOs. 

And ever since, people have 
been arguing about what actually 
happened out there on that New 
Mexico cow pasture. 

A dream takes shape 

On the vacant seventh floor of a 
downtown Roswell bank building, 
Walter Haut, Glenn Dennis and a 
real estate dealer Max Littell have 
taken over a suite of lease-free 
offices and a collection of 
second-hand furniture. Every day, 
the three men come up here and 
talk about the UFO museum. 

What they’re talking about these 
days is where to put it. At last 
word, they have a promising lead 
on a big vacant building in a part 
of town they decline to identify, 
lest it discourage the deal. 

(continued on page 3) 


Piecing it together 











(continued from page 2 - 
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“People come here and the first 
thing they want to know about is 
the UFO crash," says Haut. “They 
come out to my house and bug 
me. They ask me ‘Were you really 
there?’ and 'Did you touch the 
bodies?’ I probably average two 
or three calls a week relative to 
the UFO story." 

The crash site is closer to the 
town of Corona, in Lincoln 
County, than it is to Roswell. And 
after 45 years, the place where it 
happened looks just like the 
surrounding countryside. Even if 
a visitor managed to find the 
rough ranch road to the site, 
there is nothing to see. “Two dust 
storms and a three-inch rain and 
the evidence was all gone,” says 
Littell. 

Keeping the faith 

Haut says the museum will not 
choose up sides and espouse any 
theory about whether the crash 
involved a balloon or a flying 
saucer. 

Meanwhile, the city of Roswell, 
it seems, has emerged — almost 
inadvertently — as a touchstone 
for those who believe in the 
existence of flying saucers, or at 
least in UFOs. 

“We had so many different news 
organizations and other people 
coming into Roswell, we decided 
maybe we ought to get something 
permanent they could see,” says 
Dennis. 

A few weeks from now, he says, 
a sculptor should be working on a 
life-sized model of a space alien, 
built from descriptions and 
drawings in UFO books and 
documents. 

The extraterrestrial travelers 
allegedly seen at the crash site 
and later at the Roswell Army Air 
Field hospital were described as 
short and gray and thin, with 
fragile bodies, four fingers, big 
heads and large, almond-shaped 
eyes. 

The three men also talk vaguely 
about duplicating the crash site, 
making various mannequins to 
match differing descriptions, and 
building scaled-down replicas of 
flying saucers. 

They worry that all this may 
sound too camivallike, and they 
hasten to dispel the notion by 
pointing out that the museum has 
been officially incorporated as the 
International UFO Museum and 
Research Center. It has received 
certification as a non-profit 
operation. 

They envision the facility as a 
place for UFO research, with 
books and documents and tapes. 

So far, they have a dozen videos, 
stacks of publications and some 
news clips of the Roswell incident 
tacked to a portable bulletin board 
in an otherwise empty room. 


Personal views 

While the museum is supposed 
to be non-partisan, Haut admits to 
some definite personal sentiments 
regarding the 1947 incident. 

"At the time, when I put out the 
news release, my own feeling was 
‘My God, why are we getting 
involved in this stupid thing?’ ’’ 
Haut says. “And when they said it 
was only a weather balloon, I kind 
of wiped the sweat from my brow 
and thought ‘I’m glad that's all it 
was.’ ’’ 

In fact, Haut says, the incident 
seemed so insignificant that he 
totally forgot about it. “A crashed 
weather balloon doesn’t leave you 
with much of an impression 30 
years later,” he says. 

In the last several years, 
however, his attitude has changed. 

“It was all a part of a finely 
tuned cover-up," he says. “It 
wasn’t pursued because the news 
media was not as pushy as it is 
today, and the 509th Bomb Group 
at the air field was very secretive 
— their planes were the only ones 
then capable of carrying a nuclear 
bomb." Haut isn’t inclined to talk 
at length about the “cover-up.” 

“The point is,” he says, 
“something happened out there 
that was historically significant." 
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Making It real 

South of Roswell, near the old 
gate to the Army Air Field, John 
Price has put together his 
independent version of the flying 
saucer crash. 

The exhibit is in a wing of a 
video rental store called the Outa 
Limits UFO Enigma Museum. 
Admission is $1. 

Curiously, none of the three 
men in the downtown bank 
building ever mentioned this 
place. 

Price’s “flying saucer” is made 
of two 6-foot satellite dishes 
welded together, painted silver, 
topped by a green beacon and 
encircled by flashing red and 
yellow lights. 

It sits at one end of his exhibit 
hall. On the wall behind it is a 
mural of the nighttime 
countryside. Depicted in the 
foreground is a long gouge in the 
earth. 

Around the craft are “bodies" of 
four extraterrestrial travelers. 

One is sprawled grotesquely 
through a hole blasted in the side 
of the saucer, another lies in the 
open hatchway. Price says his 
sister stitched the life-sized 
mannequins together. Their skin 
is gray, their eyes are big and 
each hand has four fingers. 

“We didn’t get the necks quite 
right," Price says. 

Price grew up in Roswell, right 
beside the old air base. When he 
was 15, he became interested in 
the saucer story, but nobody 
wanted to talk about it. “They 
didn't know much," he says. “Most 
people believed it was some super 
secret thing the government was 
working on and people shouldn’t 
know about.” 

Healthy skeptics 

Around Roswell, people are 
increasingly interested in the 
flying saucer incident, but they 
talk as if they don’t want to 
appear gullible. 

“There are a lot of people here 
who are skeptical,” says Sara 
Whiting, director of the 
convention and visitors bureau for 
the Chamber of Commerce. “But 
this is a conservative city. We’d 
like to be known for other things, 
too, like the bus manufacturing 
plant and the lollipop, Levi’s and 
fireworks factories." 

The tourism potential hasn’t 
gone unnoticed. The Chamber of 
Commerce has used the flying 
saucer incident in national 
advertising. Whiting says she gets 
about 100 calls a month and Price 
says he has had more than 400 
visitors since he opened his 
museum in April 

Haut says he is fielding a 
growing number of requests for 
information on the incident. "It’s 
fascinating, the broad interest in 
this,” he says. “And for us, it isn't 
fun and games. It's serious 
business." 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, 
Denver, CO - June 28, 
1992 CR: C. Carpenter 

UFO expert speaks 

Earthlings could learn much 
from extraterrestrials who 
communicate through human 
’’contactees,” said the key 
speaker at the 12th annual 
Rocky Mountain Conference 
on UFO Investigation in Lara¬ 
mie, Wyo. James Harder 
spoke to more than 100 peo¬ 
ple at the University of Wyo¬ 
ming Friday night. Harder, 
who has a civil engineering 
degree from the University of 
California at Berkeley and a 
doctorate in mechanical engi¬ 
neering, has been active in the 
study of UFO reports for 
more than 30 years. After 
interviewing hundreds of peo¬ 
ple who say they’ve been con¬ 
tacted by aliens or talk tele- 



John Pric« grew up near the old Roawell Army 
Air Field and became Interested In the UFO 
story when he was 15. “Most people believed It 
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was some super secret thing the government 
was working on and people shouldn’t know 
about," Price says. 
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Glenn Dennis, left, Max Littell and Walter Haut show some of the research 
materials destined for their proposed museum. Haut says the museum idea 


has been endorsed by Roswell and says he and his friends are serious: 
“We’re not a bunch of weird Harolds with Frisbees and stuff.” On July 8, 
1947, on orders from the Roswell Army Air Field’s intelligence officer, Haut 
distributed the news release that said the military had recovered the wreckage 
of a “flying disc.” Dennis was a mortician in Roswell and was queried by 
military doctors over the telephone about tissue preservation techniques. 


pathically with them, he said 
some of the aliens appeared to 
be quite talkative and helpful 
Many of the aliens seem to 
think Earth is overpopulated. 
Harder said. Otherworldly vis¬ 


itors also apparently have in¬ 
fluenced some Earthlings to 
become involved in environ¬ 
mental issues, like saving the 
whales, he said. 
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Amid denials, 
Pentagon still 
is riding herd 
on some UFOs 

By Mark Sauter 

The News Tribune 

A cold-hearted Air Force 
general allowed hideous space 
aliens to land on Earth, where 
they tortured, impregnated and 
generally terrified a number of 
U.S. citizens. 

Millions of Americans saw it 
happen in May in a two-part 
CBS movie called ‘Intruders.'' 

Some people claim the movie 
was based on fact. Don’t be¬ 
lieve it? Neither does Col. Dou¬ 
glas Kennett of the Air Force. 

"Pure fantasy," said the ex¬ 
asperated Kennett, whose office 
has been denying such stories 
for years. 

Then how about the story of 
six Army intelligence staff 
members with top secret clear¬ 
ances who abandon their sensi¬ 
tive poets in Europe to rendez¬ 
vous with flying saucers in Gulf 
Breeze, Fla ? 

Don't believe it? You should. 
It happened — in real life. 

Whatever their level of skep¬ 
ticism, millions of Americans 
have a strong appetite for tales 
of UFO encounters and Penta¬ 
gon cover-ups. Such stories are 
showing up more and more of¬ 
ten in everything from super¬ 
market tabloids to network en¬ 
tertainment shows. 

In recent years, NBC’s “Un¬ 
solved Mysteries” has presented 
at least four episodes featuring 
Americans who claim a mili¬ 
tary UFO conspiracy, says Tim 
Rogan, coordinating producer 
of the show 

Rogan says up to 40 million 
Americans have seen each of 
the "Unsolved Mysteries" sto¬ 
ries. 

Similar, although less well 
documented, tales are a staple 
or tabloid newspapers, and even 
He New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal and The Morning 
flews Tribune have presented 
Stories or columns about UFO 
abductions and claims concern¬ 
ing a military cover-up of 
UFOs. 

Why would such a range of 
media sources continue to re¬ 
port a military UFO cover-up? 

For one thing, given allega¬ 
tions of CIA drug running, ques¬ 
tions about the JFK assassina¬ 
tion and the ^n-rontra scan¬ 
dal, “people do have a susptc., . 
of their government,” said 
George Knapp, a former Las 
Vegas television reporter who 
won broadcast awards for his 
investigative reporting of the 
Pentagon-UFO connection. 

Also, there’s evidence the 
Pentagon is hiding UFO-related 
information. Military officials 
deny it. 

But Freedom of Information 
Act requests by The News Tri¬ 
bune produced piles of Penta¬ 
gon documents on UFOs and 
revealed some material the 
military has yet to release. 

Federal lawsuits by private 
researchers have identified doz¬ 
ens of UFO documents the Pen¬ 
tagon refuses to declassify, say¬ 
ing they’re too secret to he 
made public. 

The question is: What is the 
government hiding? 
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Lul Kit Wong/The News Tribune 

N’t not Just supermarket tabloids that aro Interested In UFOs. The Pentagon — despite Its denials — Is collecting UFO 
Information — and some ot that Information remains classified. 


fkrthing important about UFOs, 
my* Philip Klass, a leading de- 
tauikar of UFO reports and con¬ 
tributing editor to the prestigious 
BMg fo ‘‘Aviation Week and 
SfM« Technology.” 

There are many, many reasons" 
fee the government to keep records 
HriBIf led, and none of them relates 
tQ#OdS about aliens, Klass says. 

FdT example^ some UFO infor¬ 
mation probably came from inter¬ 
cepted Soviet messages, and re¬ 
aring the files could help Russian 
intriligence agencies plug leaks, 
Klass says. 

Other data may have come from 
S p in s , whose identities would be re- 
Vaaled if the UFO information 
! released. 


tr, despite Pentagon deni¬ 
als, there's no doubt U.S. military 
inMBgence still collects infor¬ 
mation on UFOs 

. For example one UMWi Defense 
ItilUiftnct oii 

tifotd by The News Tribune after 
being partially censored by the 
Pentagon, is titled “Belgium and 
ti*. UFO Issue.” 

Iht document said the U.S. Air 
Ptor ce bad to assure the Belgian 
nrititarv that mysterious aircraft, 
eiblch terrified one Belgian officer 
and were later reportedly tracked 
htf Belgian military radar, were 
American stealth fighters. 

JtL another incident several 
month* later, six U.S. soldiers left 
thdrlnf-secret intelligence jobs at 
tit* 70!st Military Intelligence Bri- 
gHte in Augsburg, Germany. Two 
■nf ihe men later reappeared in 


Tennessee, where they asked pho¬ 
tographer Stan Johnson to help 
them buy a van. 

The soldiers told Johnson they 
were headed for Gulf Breeze, Fla., 
the location of repeated UFO sight¬ 
ings, to meet their comrades and 
see the landing of a spaceship. 

Soon after reuniting in Florida, 
the six soldiers were arrested by 
civilian police, then whisked away 
to an Army base and quietly dis¬ 
missed from the service. 

Two years later. The News Tri¬ 
bune filed a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act, or FOIA, request for 
files on the case. 

The Pentagon conceded it had 
conducted a counterintelligence in¬ 
vestigation of the incident, but said 
it couldn’t find the records. 

When The News Tribune took 
further action under the FOIA, the 
Pentagon admitted having hun¬ 
dreds of pages of records on the 
case — all classified. 

So a reporter tracked down one 
of the former soldiers involved in 
the incident. The ex-soldier refused 
to answer when asked if Pentagon 
UFO secrets prompted him to go 
AWOL. 

T>rn not going to answer any¬ 
thing,” he said. 

Other intriguing UFO records 
date to the 1970s and 80s, when 
U.S. intelligence officials reported 
separate dogfights between Peru¬ 
vian and Iranian jets and UFOs. 

Another document, mostly cen¬ 
sored, is called “BAF (Brazilian 
Air Force) has a close encounter of 
the first kind,” a term describing 
testimony from a witness who gets 
within 500 feet of a UFO. 

Klass says those reports can be 
explained. For instance, the Irani¬ 
ans really mistook the Planet Jupi¬ 
ter for an alien craft, he says. 

But UFO researchers such as 


Don Berliner disagree. 

Berliner’s group, the Fund for 
UFO Research, has helped sue the 
government to declassify the Pen¬ 
tagon’s UFO records. 

“I think we’re talking a fair¬ 
sized library, in addition to hard¬ 
ware,” Berliner said. 

A number of UFO researchers 
claim the Pentagon captured two 
crashed alien spaceships in New 
Mexico during 1947. 

Nuclear physicist Stanton Fried¬ 
man has located alleged witnesses 
to the event, including a retired 
military intelligence officer who 
says he handled the debris and a 
retired general who claims the 
military covered up the recovery. 

Friedman, whose latest book on 
the incident is due out this sum¬ 
mer, claims to have found White 
House briefing papers discussing 
the saucers and four alien bodies 
found near them. 

Phil Klass, the skeptic, says the 
papers are forged and the crash 
stories made up or misconstrued. 

But no one made up what’s hap¬ 
pening at a remote Air Force 
range outside Las Vegas. 

Knapp, the former investigative 
reporter at KLAS-TV, documented 
mysterious events at Groom Lake 
during 1989 and 1990. 

An FAA technician reported 
tracking bizarre aircraft far be¬ 
yond the capabilities of modern 
technology. 

First- and second-hand sources 
told Knapp the military was flying 
captured alien aircraft at the base. 
The former reporter, now working 
at a communication firm, thinks 
the military has alien spaceships. 

“I believe they do,” Knapp says. 
“I haven’t seen it. I haven’t kicked 
the tires. But I believe they do.” 

The story is complicated by the 
fact the Air Force has used the 


base for testing secret planes such 
as the stealth fighter. 

NBC News staked out the area 
in April, looking for a possible new 
U.S. spy plane called “Aurora.” 

The crew didn’t see “Aurora,” 
but did pick up another mysterious 
flying object. 

“This is exclusive NBC News 
night vision video of one of those 
secret flying machines ... some¬ 
thing that seems to defy the laws 
of physics,” reported NBC Penta¬ 
gon correspondent Fred Francis 
during the Nightly News on April 
20 . 

So what is the military doing at 
Groom Lake? 

“I can’t get into that. There’s no 
information. I won’t confirm any¬ 
thing there,” an Air Force spokes¬ 
woman said. 

The News Tribune asked a senior 
government official with top secret 
clearance about the controversy. 

“When are they (the military) go¬ 
ing to talk about the UFOs they’ve 
got?,’’ a reporter asked. 

“I don’t know anything about 
that — that I can talk about, "the 
official said. 

But the popular media intend to 
keep talking about a military UFO 
cover-up. Unsolved 
working on four UFO segments for 
next season, Rogan said. 

“Generally we get a good re¬ 
sponse from people saying: ‘We be¬ 
lieve it and why can’t we find out 
more?’ ” Rogan said. 

But don’t expect to find out any 
more from the Pentagon. 

“Does the U.S. Air Force have 
any interest in UFOs? The answer 
is absolutely not,” says Kennett. 
the military spokesman, adding: “I 
believe the American people are 
smart enough to determine the dif¬ 
ference between fantasy and 
truth.” 
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Mysterious craft puzzles observers 


SCOn BIGELOW 
Managing editor 

lan Dial just laughed and said, “I 
don’t believe in U.F.O.’s or 
spaceships." 

But Dial and three neighbors were 
confronted early Monday morning 
with just that — an unidentified fly¬ 
ing object. 

The 21-year-old, who lives on 
Harper’s Ferry Rd., between Pem¬ 
broke and Maxton, said he was 
asleep around 1:15 a.m. Sunday 
morning when his answering 
machine woke him up with an ex¬ 


cited message from his neighbors. 

Delilah Locklear, Cricket 
Locklear and a female friend were 
already out in their yard watching 
the moonlit sky to the sound of dogs 
howling all over the community. 

Dial described the flying object in 
classic spaceship terms. 

"It was shaped like a discus or fly¬ 
ing saucer," he said. “It was pretty 
far off, but it was pretty big too." 

"It hovered for about three 
minutes and them gradually started 
moving towards Lumberton,” Dial 
said. “It had a red and a white light 


on top that rotated in a circular 
fashion.” 

Dial said it emitted a humming 
sound and the outside edge had lots 
of white lights. 

“I was completely sober,” Dial 
said. "I just want to know what it 
was.” 

One theory Dial proposes is that it 
was a blimp or airship. From a 
distance the shape of a blimp may 
look somewhat saucer shaped, al¬ 
though he has never seen a blimp 
with lights like this one, he said. 

The Lumberton Municipal Air¬ 


port, which is a frequent stopover 
for commercial airships, said they 
did not have any visiting airships 
Sunday or Monday. 

“Blimps or airships don’t general¬ 
ly travel at night,” said Ned Gaddy, 
assistant manager for the airport. 
“I’m not saying it isn’t possible, but 
this type weather is too windy and 
unstable for night flying.” 

Exactly what Dial and his 
neighbors saw early Monday morn¬ 
ing remains a mystery that he hopes 
will be solved. Dial knows that just 



because he couldn't identify the 
craft doesn't mean that someone 
else can't explain it. 


He said he’ll wait by the phone for 
an answer. 
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UFO researchers, from left. Mike McClellan. Bruce Rideout, Matt Graeber 
and Tom Carey look at depressions in a Limerick wheat field in an effort to 


UFO researchers 
descend on field, 
leave unimpressed 

By TODD SHERMAN 
Mercury Staff Writer 

LIMERICK TWP. — In a 25-acre field near 
Township Line Road something has happened 
to the wheat. 

There are more than a dozen depressions 
where the stalks, slightly taller than 
knee-high, have simply been flattened. 

The depressions don't really have ident¬ 
ifiable shapes, although one does resemble a 
child's drawing of a Tyrannosaurus Rex Some 
are large — as big as 50 by 75 feet. Most are 
simply splotches on an otherwise wavy ex¬ 
panse of grain. 

They are strange, unnerving, just kind of 
out there. 

And they are not alone 

“The imprints really do suggest that some 
type of object was in there and rolled on the 
wheat,” said Mike McClellan of Sanatoga 
“Or. if you will, they suggest something land¬ 
ing and taking off — but I’m just kidding. 

"I'd like to be able to say that, but 1 don't see 
how." 

McClellan and others like him — formal and 
informal UFO and unexplained phenomena re¬ 
searchers — have been descending on the field 
faster than Sigourney Weaver could flee an 
“Alien" since the depressions were discovered 
Monday morning by township police officer 
Jeffrey Vernacehio 


determine what caused them. 



UFO researchers Tom Carey. Matt Graeher. Bruce Rideout investigate some of the smaller 
imprints found. 



Edward Noa, chairman of the Limerick Township Board of Supervisors, w alks past an area 
of imprints in the wheat field. 


The field also has become a 
hover point for IFOs — ident¬ 
ified flying objects — in the 
form of helicopters carrying 
television news crews, whose 
reports Monday night have 
drawn the curious by the doz¬ 
ens to the field. 

Others have taken to the 
phone. 

The Mercury on Tuesday 
received a number of calls 
from unidentifed readers 
who said a UFO was spotted 
Monday behind the Pot- 
tstown-Limerick Airport on 
Ridge Pike. Another caller 
said more of the depressions 
have been found in a field 
near Route 724 and Bethel 
Church Road in Spring City. 

The depressions are no 
mystery at all to Carolyn 
Gottshall, whose husband of 
40 years, Henry, farms the 
field and another 175 acres 

“Oh, it happens every 
year," Carolyn Gottshall said 
Tuesday. “The only thing 
that is wrong is that there is 
too much nitrogen on the 
wheat. It makes the wheat go 
down.” 

Gottshall said with the ex¬ 
cess nitrogen (a fertilizer), 
the wheat grows too fast and 
the stalk becomes weak 
When the wheat gets wet, the 
stalk cannot support the 
weight and it "lays down," 
she said. 

She said the wheat may or 
may not spring back to its 
original stature. 

Nitrogen pellets are spread 
over the field by machine in 
the spring, and when the 
tractor makes a turn extra 
nitrogen can fall in some 
areas, she said. 

Others don't agree. 

“That’s a good possibility, 
but if you look at the areas, 
they are quite a few different 
sizes and shapes," said 
McClellan, a postal worker in 
West Chester. “I talked with 
him (Gottshall). The shapes 
aren’t in areas where you 
would think the farmer would 
be turning his tractor 
around” 

Thomas J. Carey, a 
financial manager in 
CIGNA's Philadelphia office 
and a member of the Mutual 
UFO Network, Inc., goes one 
step beyond, er, further 

“The farmer suggested ni¬ 
trogen, but that’s not the 


case," Carey, of Huntingdon 
Valley, said. "We feel that is 
was a Memorial Day week¬ 
end prank. We think that one 
or more people were rolling 
something around, maybe a 
barrel, a keg, or a piece of 
metal. Someone tried to 
make a design and they 
couldn’t pull it off — its just a 
mess out there ” 

Carey, McClellan, and 
Ursinus College psychology 
professor Bruce Rideout and 
Matt Graber of Norristown 
teamed up on the site Tues¬ 
day. Carey, who holds a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in anthropolgy. 
said he sent a soil sample to 
MUFON’s state head¬ 
quarters in Greensburg, just 
in case. MUFON, he said, is 
a non-profit international re¬ 
search organization based in 
Seguin, Texas. 

“We are not quackos." he 
said. 

Carey said the group found 
trails — not tracks — leading 
into and out of some of the 
areas. 

“You could see where 
someone had walked in from 
a clear spot and started mat¬ 
ting down the wheat," Carey 
said. “I went up there not 
knowing what to expect, and 
it was fun, it was interesting, 
but nobody is suggesting any¬ 
thing other than something 
explanable” 

Carey and McClellan do 
suggest, however, that tele¬ 
vision and the movies may 
have something to do with 
the suspected hoax and the 
public interest it sparked In 
addition to the movie “Alien 
3” opening last Friday, a 
two-part miniseries called 
"Intruders," about two 
women being kidnapped by 
extraterrestrials, was tele¬ 
vised on CBS last week 

However, when Vernacehio 

— who discovered the de¬ 
pressions early Monday 
morning while on routine pa¬ 
trol — examined the area he 
found no trails, no tracks 
Vernacehio saw the de¬ 
pressions as he was driving 
along Township Line Road 

“I thought, gee. that’s 
interesting," he said 

Vernacehio thought the de¬ 
pressions were so interesting 
that he rented a plane at the 
Pottstown-Limerick Airport 

— at his own expense — after 
his shift and took photo¬ 
graphs from the air 

"It was all matted down 
without any of the stalks 
being broken,” Vernacehio 
said." 

But while the Gottshalls 
haven't seen any little gray 
men — little green men went 
out with the B-movies of the 
1950s, by the way — they 
have seen aliens. Carolyn 
identifies them as the many 
people now trampling their 
wheat field 

"1 wish they (the television 
crews) would have just come 
to us,” she said. “I would 
have told them what it was. 
But they just have no con¬ 
sideration for other people’s 
property. Those crops are 
what we make our livelihood 
on” 
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JUDfTH FOWLER ILLUSTRATION 


UFO reports 
get a going- 


over 


In the face of ridicule, 


abduction tales draw scrutiny 


a 

o 



USA DUSENBERRY ILLUSTRATION 


Drawing of a crashed alien spacecraft at top, based on accounts of a sighting In New Mexico 
In 1947, Is similar to craft described by some who say they were abducted by aliens. 
Short, gray-sklnned alien with large eyes, above, Is a standard type described 
by many people In Independent accounts. 


as psychological 
phenomenon 

By David L. Chandler 

SPECIAL TO THE GLOBE 

ne night in late November ; 1989, 
Maria says, she was asleep with her 
husband in their apartment, on an 
upper story of a Manhattan build¬ 
ing near the Brooklyn bridge, when 
she awoke to find herself paralyzed, 
with three small gray figures in the 
room 

The beings caused her to float up off her bed and 
out the window, she says, into a beam of blue light 
which drew her upward, as if on an invisible eleva¬ 
tor, into a hovering UFO. 

The story told by Maria (not her real name) to 
an artist-tumed-UFO-investigator is typical of 
those of people who say they have remembered, 
usually with the help of hypnosis, occasions when 
they believe they were abducted by alien beings, 
subjected to medical examinations aboard an alien 
spaceship, interrogated, had tissue samples taken 
from them, and then were returned home. 

Such tales were almost unheard of until recent¬ 
ly, but in the last decade a series of popular bopki 
and movies have made alien abductions a hot topic 
among tabloid newspapers and tabloid-style televi¬ 
sion talk shows. A recent Roper poll, the believers 
say, shows that up to two percent of Americans an¬ 
swered “key questions” in a way that suggests that 
they may have been victims of alien abduction, al¬ 
though they don’t remember it (The same poll 
shows that 11 percent have seen ghosts). 

Most people, and nearly all scientists, feel such 
stories are so absurd as not to merit a response, let 
alone a serious investigation. A small but growing 
number of mental health professionals, however, 
are beginning to say the reports are widespread 
enough, and different enough from known psycho¬ 
logical syndromes, to deserve serious analysis. 

“These are valid experiences, and not some sort 
of mental aberration,” says John Mack, a psychia¬ 
trist at Harvard University. “It’s different than 
anything I could have imagined.” 

Not so fast, says Robert Baker, a professor of 
psychology at the University of Kentucky. “I think 
the whole thing is a mistaken notion, a fallacy,” he 
says. Baker has written extensively on the use of 
hypnosis, a key feature of many of the UFO abduc¬ 
tion accounts. He says the kind of experiences re¬ 
counted by the “abductees” are typical for people 
who have “waking dreams,” a not-uncommon phe¬ 
nomenon people sometimes experience just as they 
are drifting off to sleep or waking up. 

Baker says most of those who investigate and 
write about supposed alien abductions have no 
training in psychology and “are very naive. Except 
John Mack - I’m really shocked at him.” 

But Mack, who has practiced psychiatry for 



more than 30 years and was the 
founding director of the Cambridge 
Hospital psychiatry department, 
says after talking in detail with 60 
people about abduction experiences, 
“I could not put them in any kind of 
psychiatric category - except trau¬ 
ma. But if it’s trauma, then what is 
the source of the trauma?" 

It was that sense that this is a 
real psychological phenomenon - but 
a largely unrecognized one - that led 
Mack to join with Massachusetts In¬ 
stitute of Technology physicist David 
Pritchard to organize a conference 
on the subject last week on the MIT 
campus. 

It was the first time respected 
academics have dared to mount such 
a meeting within the w’alls of a re¬ 
spected institution, and their fear of 
ridicule by the press and public, and 
reproach by colleagues, led them to 
go to great lengths to emphasize 


that MIT was in no way sponsoring 
the event and that no public funds 
were in any way used for it. 

In fact, Pritchard and Mack tried 
hard at first to keep the whole con¬ 
ference a secret. Only reluctantly did 
they allow any journalists to attend, 
and then only on condition they not 
disclose who was there or quote di¬ 
rectly what was said. 

The subject is certainly easy to 
ridicule, and those who have gone 
public with claims of abduction have 
sometimes lost jobs or been demot¬ 
ed. But those who have worked with 
the “abductees” are increasingly 
convinced that whatever the physical 
reality may be, those involved need 
care and understanding that is not 
always forthcoming from mental 
health professionals. 

David Gotlib, a psychotherapist 
with a private practice in Toronto, 
says, "I believe that there is an un¬ 


usual phenomenon going on here 
that cannot be explained in the usual 
ways that skeptics explain it. That, 
I’m sure of. 

“What it is, I don’t know.” 

Mack and other professionals 
who have studied these cases say 
that those who say they have been 
abducted are sane, normal, and, on 
the whole, typical. When Mack asks 
the subjects to rate their certainty 
that the experiences were real on a 
scale of 1 (outright lie) to 10 (“it’s as 
real to me as you standing here be¬ 
fore me”), he says, “almost invari¬ 
ably it’s a 10. Occasionally a 9.” 

They test normal on batteries of 
psychological tests. They come from 
all walks of life, all races, all ages. 
And almost all of them say they 
would much rather be told they are 
crazy than to have to accept their 
memories. 

In many ways, those who report 


such experiences resemble survivors 
of childhood physical or sexual 
abuse: The memories are initially 
suppressed, are recalled only with 
great difficulty, and, then cause 
great mental anguish. Some thera¬ 
pists have suggested, in fact, that 
the abduction stories are a psycho¬ 
logical mask for half-remembered 
childhood abuse. 

But others, like artist Budd Hop¬ 
kins, author of the best-seller “In¬ 
truders” and now a nearly full-time 
UFO abduction investigator, say 
that doesn’t hold up. For one thing, 
he says, many of the “abductees” 
also do have clear memories of child¬ 
hood abuse (in about the same per¬ 
centage of cases as in the general 
public). If they remember the abuse, 
he reasons, why would they also 
cling to the “cover story”? 

There is one key claim made by 
people like Hopkins, Mack, and Da¬ 


vid Jacobs, a historian at Temple 
University who has written two 
books on alien abductions, to bolster 
their claims that this is a real phe¬ 
nomenon, not just some kind of delu¬ 
sion. It is, they say, the startling 
similarity in the details of accounts 
given by people from all over the 
country who have apparently never 
had contact with each other or any 
awareness of each others’ stories. 

It turns out, however, that the 
people who investigate such reports 
in fact describe a wide variety of ex¬ 
periences, ranging from terrifying to 
exhilarating, and different kinds of 
aliens ranging from green-skinned 
reptiles to tall, blond Nordic types. 

Another problem with this argu¬ 
ment is that because most of the “ab¬ 
ductees” insist on anonymity, there 
is for the most part only the investi- 

(continued on page 7) 







MA - June 22, 1992) 


gators’ word that similarities exist. 

Further, there are a number 
ways that such similarities could be 
explained. For one thing, everyone 
has been exposed to such a plethora 
of similar images from movies, tele¬ 
vision, books and newspapers that 
the similar experiences may simply 
echo familiar media images. And, 
many skeptics have suggested, the 
investigators, especially when their 
subjects are under hypnosis, may be 
leading their witnesses - perhaps 
unconsciously - into providing the 
accounts they expect to hear. 

But such explanations do not 
easily account for the distress most 
abductees experience when they go 
through their accounts. It is that in¬ 
tensity that convinces Mack that 
there is much more to it than a half- 
remembered movie image or a de¬ 
sire to please the investigator. 


tist, subjects begin to remember, 
Mack says, “they became very dis¬ 
traught, because they they did not 
want to believe this is real.” 

That was the case with Maria, 
the woman who described her ab¬ 
duction through an upper-story win¬ 
dow in Manhattan to investigator 
Hopkins. More than a year after she 
had told him her story under hypno¬ 
sis, Hopkins says, he was indepen¬ 
dently contacted by two law-enforce¬ 
ment officers who had witnessed a 
UFO and saw a woman float out her 
window and into the craft, accompa¬ 
nied by three small beings. He de¬ 
scribes the men as being terrified 
and shaken, as evidenced by an emo¬ 
tional audiotape one of them made. 
The date, time, place and details of 
their account precisely match Mar¬ 
ia’s story, Hopkins says. 


Boston 
When he told Maria about the 
witnesses, Hopkins says, she was 
shocked and distressed. “She wanted 
for it not to be real,” he says. 

Her recollections, like those of a 
majority of abductees, were dredged 
up with the help of hypnosis, and the 
reliability of hypnotically-recovered 
memories has been a central issue. 
Skeptics point out that, in general, 
evidence obtained through hypnosis 
is not admissible in court 

In fact, careful experiments have 
shown that hypnosis produces an in¬ 
crease in both correct and incorrect 
memories; adding to the confusion, it 
produces an increased confidence in 
both. 

And, the investigators point out, 
about one-fourth of the cases involve 
people who say they remember their 
“abductions” without hypnosis, and 
their descriptions match the others’. 


Both believers and skeptics ac¬ 
knowledge the emotional intensity 
of memories unleashed through the 
process of probing these memories, 
with or without hypnosis. 

Richard Boylan, a psychologist 
who has a private practice in Sacra¬ 
mento, Calif, and specializes in work¬ 
ing with “abductees,” says “some of 
the investigators are not aware that 
this requires some psychological 
help and working through.” The two 
leading investigators in the field, art¬ 
ist Hopkins and historian Jacobs, 
say they have hypnotized thousands 
of subjects to elicit memories. 

Hopkins, most of whose subjects 
contacted him after reading one of 
his books, says he would welcome 
help from mental health profession¬ 
als. He points out that he charges 
nothing for helping them to remem¬ 
ber their experiences and refers his 


subjects to qualified professionals 
for help if they seem to need it - and 
can afford it. He says the people toe 
works with are given support, put if) 
touch with others who have had simi*- 
lar experiences, and generally 
they feel better after their hypnotic 
sessions with him. 

Boylan remains concerned, how¬ 
ever, that in some cases troubling 
memories will be forced into a sub¬ 
ject’s consciousness by investigate** 
who then walk away, more interest 
ed in collecting cases for their books 
than in helping people. 

“The violence may be more, os 
the human end than the alien end, 
he said. “As a psychologist, I just 
can’t cotton that kind of stuff going 
on. It’s UFOlogy malpractice.” 


(continued from page 6 — GLOBE 
When, with the help of a hyno- 


The search for physical evidence turns up little 


DEMOCRAT, Tallahassee, FL 
May 11, 1992 

We are not alone 

In "Theory is shaking up UFO 
reports” (April 15), it appears as 
though geophysicist John Derr is at¬ 
tempting to explain away reports o( 
UFOs as merely mysterious balls of 
electricity referred to as “earth¬ 
quake lights." The scientific com¬ 
munity needs to stop trying to de¬ 
bunk UFOs through senseless 
experiment and instead take an ob¬ 
jective look at the many reports of 
a genuinely unexplainable, other¬ 
worldly nature. 

Those of us who have been re¬ 
searching and investigating the 
UFO phenomenon are appalled at 
the lengths our “scientific" commu¬ 
nity has taken to dismiss what they 
either refuse to accept or are afraid 
to admit is real ... that we are be¬ 
ing visited by aliens from other 
worlds and have been for many, 
many years. 

Granted, a large percentage of 
UFO reports do have a natural or 
conventional explanation. But peo¬ 
ple from all walks of life report 
UFO sightings daily, and many even 
claim to have been abducted by 
strange beings that have come to be 
known as the “greys." 

The UFO problem is a complex 
one, with dimension that can only 
challenge our preconceived notions 
of our place in the universe. 

KELLY FREEMAN 
Florida UFO Network 


What would it take to prove, or at least to pro¬ 
duce good evidence, that such an extraordinary 
occurence as being abducted by alien beings real¬ 
ly did take place? 

As astronomer Carl Sagan has often pointed 
out, "extraordinary claims require extraordinary 
evidence.” So far, despite widespread interest in 
UFOs and in alien abductions, no such hard evi¬ 
dence has yet been forthcoming. 

“I regard the best physical evidence" yet pro¬ 
duced in support of the claims of alien abduction 
“as being totally inconclusive,” said David Prit¬ 
chard, the MIT physicist who organized a confer¬ 
ence on the subject, in an interview last week. 

Pritchard has studied one of the few pieces of 
purported physical evidence for the phenomenon: 
a tiny “implant” that UFO abductee Richard 
Price of Latham, N.Y. says was placed in his ab- 
domenby aliens and later worked its way out. He 


says the object provides “absolutely no proof of 
anything, but I wasn’t able to explain it in some 
obvious way.” 

Tiny implants are a common feature of alien 
abduction stories, so they ought to provide a good 
way of testing the claims. Some investigators have 
obtained Margnetic Resonance Imaging scans of 
people who say they were given implants, and 
some of the scans do show unexplained spots that 
could be implants. But such spots also show up on 
a significant number of other MRI images in gen¬ 
eral. 

Some investigators suggest that while individ¬ 
ual MRI scans don’t mean much, a large number 
of similar images might be more convincing - es¬ 
pecially if spots seen in them correspond to where 
the abductees say their implants were placed. 

Another line of evidence that would not pro¬ 
vide proof but might be strongly suggestive, say 


investigators, is a database containing many of 
the detailed stories told by abductees interviewed 
by different investigators. Many of these investi¬ 
gators have said they find amazing similarities 
among accounts given by people who have had no 
contact with each other, but others say the simi¬ 
larities could be caused by subtle leading of the 
witnesses by the investigators. 

If significant similarities showed up in ac¬ 
counts collected by different investigators, there¬ 
fore, it might make a more compelling case. 

Psychotherapist David Gotlib also has sug¬ 
gested that the selection process could affect the 
findings - that investigators may select, out of 
thousands of people who contact them, the ones 
whose stories are most similar to those they have 
already heard and written about, thus producing a 
self-fulfilling prophecy of similar-sounding ac- 
counts - - DAVID L. CHANDLER 



GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / SUZANNE KREITER 


Richard Price, who says he's been abducted several times, produced 
an object he calls an “Implant” left by aliens. Tests were Inconclusive. 


TRIBUNE, Salt Lake City, UT - May 12, 1992 

S.L. Braces for Close Encounter 
With National UFO Conference 


By Jon Ure 

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 

The best of unidentified fly¬ 
ing objects premieres Friday 
night in Salt Lake City. 

That is when UFO Congress 
President Bob Brown brings his 
documentary, **UFOs: A Need 
to Know,” to Hie Salt Palace 
Auditorium for a free public 
showing. Mr Brown, contacted 
Monday in Sacramento, Calif., 
said the film is “a powerful 
documentary that has the pow¬ 
er to open people’s minds.” 

The free Friday session kicks 
off the UFO Congress confer¬ 
ence. Saturday and Sunday ses¬ 


sions will cost $15 each. The 
public is invited to attend. 

The four-hour sessions will 
feature highlights of last year's 
international conference boiled 
down to the top 16 presenters 
and four films, Mr. Brown said. 
Topics will include reports on 
abductions, contactees, initiat¬ 
ing contact with aliens and gov¬ 
ernment cover-ups. 

Mr. Brown’s interest in UFOs 
began 20 years ago when he 
saw what he calls an unexplain¬ 
able sighting while whale 
watching in Baja, Calif. The 
former pilot says the evidence 
is "phenomenal” that UFOs 
visit Earth.” 


MT. HOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE ADVOCATE, Gresham, OR - May 22, 1992 

UFO club descends on Mt. Hood Community College 


Which ulAY 



By KARI HOCKS 

Adrocmlt Slmff 

Aliens! 

The question of whether there is life on 
other planets is the topic of discussion on the 
third Sunday of each month at Mt. Hood 
Community College. 

Rea Washington has no doubts that there 
is life in outer space; she has seen an alien 
being. “They were grey creatures with big 
eyes,” she said. 

Washington saidsupematural events have 
been happening to her since she was a small 
child. And just last month she saw another 
alien that “looked like a little noil.” She said 
it scared her, and she closed her eyes. When 
she opened them again, it had disappeared. 

Two and a half years ago Washington 
said she saw a UFO (unidentified flying ob¬ 
ject). She described it as “a ball of light,” 100 
feet off the ground. She cal led the UFO hotline 
andexpressed concern to the supervisor of the 
Portland UFO group (now the Northwest 
UFO group) who told her “others had seen it, 
very close to where I had seen it." 


Washington became a board memberof 
the Northwest UFO group two years ago and 
is the editor of the group’s newsletter. She is 
also the editor of the newsletter for the State 
of Oregon’s UFO group. 

Charline Ell iottas now the supervisor of 
the Northwest UFO group. 


The group’s meetings are open. “We do 
not have any specific beliefs,” Elliott said, 
and the group does not claim to have any 
answers. 

The group gels together to share stories, 
listen to speakers and participate in support 
groups. This summer if funds are available 


the group would like to go on a sky-watching 
trip. 

No membership is required,according to 
Elliou. Between one and five hundred people 
auend the meetings on campus. Some of 
those who attend the meetings have had expe¬ 
riences with UFO’s and/or aliens, some be¬ 
lieve in UFO’s and/or life in outer space and 
others are just curious and want to know 
more, she said. 

Elliott believes in UFO and/or alien life 
because of personal experiences. “I believe 
there is other life,” she said, although “I’ve 
never seen one.” 

“In my life there has never been some¬ 
th ingas importantas this phenomenon," Elliott 
said. She said it “transcends society” and 
everything in the universe. 

The group’s big event this year is the 
arrival of Bud Hopkins, the author of the book 
that led to the mini-series “Intruders”. 

Elliott said there is a lot of scientific ~J 
proof about abductions. 

The event will be held at the Red Lion 

Inn. 



CR: M. Anderson 
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Here are some examples of 
"Saucer People” trading cards. 



By lay Rath 

Special to The Capital Times 


“Saucer People” is a set of soon-to-be-released trading cards that put UFO sightings into a 
historical perspective. The card series was created in part by Eric Nesheim (above). 

sette. 


N ever mind whether 
or not flying sau¬ 
cers are real. Are 
they cool? 

The creators of 
"Saucer People" think so. 
It’s a set of trading cards 
— many of them created by 
Wisconsin artists and 
writers — that provide a 
historical overview of UFO 
encounters. 

The 36-card set costs 
$10.95, and ranges from 
naive encounter tales of the 
1950s to the buzzing of nu¬ 
clear bomb sites in the 
1970s. A full-color illustra¬ 
tion is on one side, with 
text on the reverse. 

The nationwide release 
to book and specialty stores 
is scheduled for this month. 

Though the publisher of 
the cards is based in Wis¬ 
consin, the talents weren’t 
brought together out of 
hometown pride. The pub¬ 
lisher says that odds were 
in favor of it. 

"Wisconsin, for what¬ 
ever reason, truly has a dis¬ 
proportionate share of 
comics creators,” says Den¬ 
nis Kitchen, founder of the 
Kitchen Sink Inc. publish¬ 
ing company, based in 
Princeton. “It's not typical. 
It’s really not." 

Kitchen Sink, a longtime 
publisher of underground 
comic books, these days 
also publishes more main¬ 
stream comics, and creates 
scholarly packages reprint¬ 
ing classic cartoons, such as 
A1 Capp s “Li’] Abner" and 
Milt Caniff’s “Steve Can¬ 
yon.” 

“Wisconsin is a hotbed 
of comic book and cartoon 
people to begin with," says 
Madisonian Jamie Riehle, 
editor and a writer for the 
project. "We had access to 
a lot of Wisconsin based 
artists, and we also went 
after top artists around the 
country." 


he card series is the 
brainchild of Madiso¬ 
nian Eric Nesheim, an 
instructor in typographical 
design at Madison Area 
Technical College. 

Other artists involved in 
the project include John 
Nyburg, Madison, who has 
worked on “Nexus" and 
"Plastic Man” comics; Dan 
Burr, Milwaukee; and Jeff 
Butler, Menomonee Falls. 
Other contributing artists 
from around the country 
include Don Simpson, How¬ 
ard Cruse and Steve Bis- 


"You know, I'm not really in¬ 
volved in this subject to dis¬ 
cover whether it's true or not 
true that there are UFOs,” says 
Nesheim. “I’m interested in this 
culture that’s grown up around 
UFOs: the cult groups, the seri¬ 
ous investigators and the popu¬ 
lar culture.” 

“Flying saucers were part of 
an era," Riehle says. “The '50s, 


the '60s, the start of the ’70s." 

Television programs such as 
“The Invaders," "Star Trek" 
and "Lost in Space” combined 
with news reports in those de¬ 
cades to create a science fiction 
subculture, which Riehle says 
is part of a renewed fascination 
with all things "retro." 

It’s not that UFOs are subject 
to the whims of fashion, but 
that the public’s interest in 
them — and interpretation of 
them — is. 


“Flying saucers have always 
been cool,” says Riehle. "I 
mean, I’m a child of the ’60s. I 
used to hang out outside to see 
if I could find any.” 


hat’s not to say that every¬ 
thing is taken seriously. 
Take card No. 7, the story 
of Ozark farmer Buck Nelson's 
1955 UFO abduction. 


"Of his space flight, Buck 
said, I couldn't see the sun be¬ 
cause it was very dark in 
space." 

"We tried to let the humor 
come out naturally,” Riehle 
says, “but we dealt with the 
more serious cases, too.’ 

Through UFO researcher 
Todd Zechel, the project re¬ 
ceived access to previously se¬ 
cret CIA information on UFO 
sightings through the Freedom 
of Information Act. 


Some cards, such as No. 21, 
may make the government 
squirm. It’s about the Sept. 15, 
1964, launch and flight of an 
Atlas “F” missile at California’s 
Vandenberg Air Force Base. 

The event was captured by a 
television camera coupled with 
a radar-guided telescope. Upon 
review, the two officers in 
charge of the taping discovered 
that "a bright object appeared 
just after the missile's launch.” 

Air Force 1st Lt. Robert 
Jacobs and chief science officer 
Maj. Florenz Mannsmann 
viewed an object that “was 
clear, distinct and round. It 
flew toward the missile and 
gave off a brilliant flash of 
light. The object kept pace with 
the missile, maneuvering 
around it and setting off three 
more bright pulses before van¬ 
ishing.” 

Seconds later, the missile 
had malfunctioned and crashed 
into the Pacific Ocean. Two 
men in plainclothes, present at 
the screening, took custody of 
the recording. It has not been 
seen since, and the officers — 
who had agreed not to discuss 
the incident — only came for¬ 
ward with their story 17 years 
later. 

Says Riehle: "I think people 
are going to be impressed with 
the information in the cards 
and the quality of the project 
itself.” 



‘I’m interested in this culture that’s 
grown up around UFOs: the cult 
groups, the serious investigators and the 
popular culture.’ 

EMC NESHEIM 
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Actor Crenna believes ‘Intruders’ lurk among us 


By STEPHANIE DuBOIS 

^ | 1 his is going to bring a 
■ lot of people out of the 
JL space closet,” said 
Richard Crenna of his fact- 
based CBS “Intruders" miniser¬ 
ies that explores the subjects of 
extraterrestrials, UFOs and 
alien abductions. 

Crenna plays a character 
based on psychiatrist John 
Mack, the former head of psy¬ 
chiatry at Harvard Medical 
School, in the four-hour mini¬ 
fy series that airs today and Tues¬ 
day at 9 p.m on Channel 7. 

During filming Crenna met 
several people Mack worked 
with (played in the miniseries 
by Mare Winningham, Daphne 
Ashbrook, Susan Blakely and 
Ben Vereen) who claimed to 
have been abducted by extra¬ 
terrestrials. 

“There was one young man 
who told that this had given 
him his first chance to explain 
what he's been through," said 
Crenna. 

"He's lived in abject terror 
for most of his life that he'd be 
abducted again, but he was 
afraid to say anything until he 
started working with John 
Mack." 

Crenna also worked with 
Mack and said, "He told me he 
was very skeptical about these 
incidents until he started deal¬ 
ing with these people. Then he 
did a 180-degree turnaround. 
After investigating and hypno¬ 
tizing dozens of them, he’s ab¬ 
solutely convinced they are 
telling the truth." 

The actor admits to a 
healthy curiosity and interest 
in the subject of extraterres¬ 
trials and UFOs, but said, "I 
went into the project with a cer¬ 
tain amount of skepticism, too. 
I always believed something 
was going on ... but I was a 
little ambivalent as to whether 
I believed people had actually 
been kidnapped." 

But, he said, after working 
with several alleged abductees, 
he too became a believer. 

"I worked with Bud Hop¬ 
kins, whose book 'Intruders' is 



TRUE UFO BELIEVERS: Susan Blakely, top left, and Richard Crenna portray people who are 
drawn into the harrowing world of alien abductions. 


roughly based on," said Crenna, said. “But it does pose enough 

who learned how to hypnotize "They're people who’ve sub- questions that if you are an in- 
from Hopkins. limated the act and blocked it quisitive person at all, you’re 

“I watched him put three from their experience, but as going to be tempted to probe 

people under hypnosis and the they get older they start re- beyond what you hear on this 

more you hear these people, the membering fragments of show." 

more open you are to the possi- things ... Then after working He’s fully aware that “the 

bility. with a psychiatrist, the inci- general public thinks there’s a 

"What's so interesting about dents become reality again. kind of loony fringe who be- 

all these spaceship stories is "Another interesting thing lieves in flying saucers, be- 

that they're all the same. All about so many of these people," cause people have always 

the people who are hypnotized, he continued, "is that they exhi- equated such topics with super- 

whether they’re from Peru, bited scars, that some of them market tabloids." 

Borneo or China, tell essential- had kept in secrecy, from oper- He believes a lot of the un- 

ly the same story. The space- ations performed on them." 
craft and the beings are always But, according to Crenna, 
described the same and the “their medical records indicat- 


willingness to embrace the pro¬ 
spect of extraterrestrials is 
based on fear. 

"It’s a frightening prospect 
to most people. You can ima¬ 
gine what would happen to our 
sense of all that we hold near¬ 
est and dearest, if somebody 
told us these people were out 
there. It would mean a rethink¬ 
ing of our religions, our mathe¬ 
matics ... of our entire exis¬ 
tence. 

“It would be a total disrup¬ 
tion,” he added, joking. “Almost 
as bad as having Jerry Brown 
as president. It would be as con¬ 
fusing as that." 

Crenna, however, is con¬ 
vinced we have nothing to fear. 
The way he sees it, "There's a 
kind of optimism (among in¬ 
vestigators and experts on the 
subject) that these abductions 
were not meant to be hostile 
acts, but perhaps investigative 
in some way. 

“The thought that’s the most 
comforting to me is that if 
these people meant harm to us, 
they would have done it long 
ago.” 

And then he added with a 
laugh, “If I were going to take 
over this world, I would have 
done it during Norman Rock¬ 
well’s time. I would have 
knocked us off around about 
1900 — before we’d messed 
everything (the planet) up. 

"Why hang around to take 
over now?" □ 


happenings are very similar." 

As the film points out, many 
of the abductees weren’t actual¬ 
ly aware of what had happened 
to them until they had under¬ 
gone hypnosis and therapy. 

"When they first tell their 
stories," explained Crenna, 
“they don’t come in and say 
‘This is what happened to me.’ 
They only know something 
very disturbing has taken place 
... that they’re missing time. 

"I kind of likened the pro¬ 
cess to what happens with vic¬ 
tims of child molestation,” he 


ed they’d never been operated 
on in such a way. They're surgi¬ 
cal scars and there is evidence 
of perfect surgical procedures.” 

He went on to say that inves¬ 
tigators even reportedly "found 
metal implants in some of the 
abductees. Bud Hopkins told 
me one such object is currently 
undergoing metallurgical anal¬ 
ysis at MIT." 

Crenna commented, "People 
who are very skeptical are not 
going to change their mind as a 
result of this film — and that’s 
not the intention. 


TRIBUNE, Pacifica, CA - April 29, 1992 


Pacifica 

Moods 

——■ | 

Jef Raskin 


UFO and whale sightings 

A few weeks ago a strange phenomenon puzzled my 
familyandme.Aswe were driving up to our house we saw 
two lights, pretematurally bright, just behind the trees. 


We watched the lights turn and move at uncanny rates. I 


| When it comes to UFOs, 
consider the possibilities 


As a public service and because 
young people are usually too small to 
do me physical harm. I occasionally 
like to analyze their views. 

A few days ago, I received the fol¬ 
lowing letter from Andrew David 
Cole, age 12. of Lutherville. 

“Dear Mr. Simon," he begins. “The 
most terrifying aspect of the UFO 
phenomenon doesn’t come out of the 
skies. It's not on a wheat field In 
. England. It doesn't abduct people for 
goodness-knows-what purpose. It's 
our own government, as well as 
those of other countries. 

“For many years, the U.S. govern¬ 
ment has withheld from Its citizens, 
or so It seems, at least as much UFO 
Information as It has released." 

An articulate young man. I think 
you will agree. And It made my heart 
swell with pride to discover that our- 
grammar schools are teaching our 
young people to be as dizzy and para¬ 
noid as their parents. 

Andrew continues: “People 
present when UFOs have landed and 
when beings emerged from them 
have been threatened by govern¬ 
ment agents that. If they don't move 
away and/or If they tell anyone about 
the event, physical harm will come 
to them." 

Well. now. Andrew, this Is where 
I would like to Interrupt you for a 
moment. It Is very Important to dis¬ 
tinguish between fiction and fact, es¬ 
pecially In our mass-media society 
where tHe two are so often blurred. 

So remember: UFOs, witches, 
hobgoblins. Elvis sightings, Murphy 
Brown and Dan Quayle are all fic¬ 
tion. Death, taxes and more profiles 
of Ross Perot are Inevitable facts. 

Got that? OK, let’s go on with 
your letter: "In the 1950s, a UFO 
crashed near an Army base In the 
southwest and, nationwide, articles 
were written about It In the newspa- 


ROGER 

SIMON 



pers. . . . Once. In another desert In 
the southwest, a different UFO 
crashed, and a family went to Inves¬ 
tigate ..." 

Let me stop you once again, An¬ 
drew. You raise some points about 
UFOs that I have never understood. 
They are built by superior creatures 
from civilizations far mbre advanced 
than our own. So tell me this: Why 
do they pick such nutty places to 
land? 

Why Is it always a “southwest 
desert" or some remote stretch of 
tundra or in a swamp In south Geor¬ 
gia? Why don't they land In Central 
Park?. Or on "Donahue"? 

And why do so many UFOs 
crash? Is there no such thing as Mr. 
Galactic Goodwrench? 

Back to Andrew’s letter: "... a 
different UFO crashed and a family 
went-to Investigate. When they got 
there,; they found four alien crea¬ 
tures. Two dead, one dying, and the 
fourth still standing, having sufferc 
apparently little damage. 

“The standing alien was take 
back to the military headquarter} 
where It lived for a few years befor 
dying of an unknown Illness. I thin 
out of all the countries In the work 
Belgium Is the only one that make 


public all Its UFO Information.” 

Exactly my point, Andrew. Be 
glum Is the global equivalent of 
swamp In south Georgia. 

Whoever heard of anything In 
portant happening In Belgium excej 
the occasional soccer riot or a NAT 
meeting or the recent dlsappearanc 
of 250 hectares of downtown Bru} 
sels In a bright blue flash? 

"We try to live In harmony wltl 
other organisms on this planet," th 
letter continues, "so why not do th- 
same with other planets? It's basl 
cally the same thing. Humans couk 
openly visit whoever's out there, ant 
they could openly visit us. Why Is thi 
government trying to prevent that?" 

Well, Andrew. 1 can think of thre< 
reasons our government might wan' 
to prevent contact with aliens: 

1. Our economy could be plungec 
Into turmoil trying to match the ex¬ 
change rate of Martian pesos. 

2. The Andromeda Nebula might 
demand one of the two new NFL ex¬ 
pansion teams. 

3. The crab creatures of Altair Six 
smell funny. 

There Is another possibility, An¬ 
drew, perhaps one even a person as 
bright as you did not envision: Per¬ 
haps that alien creature that sur¬ 
vived the crash In the southwest did 
not later die “of an unknown Illness.” 

Perhaps that was Just a cover 
story. Perhaps that creature es¬ 
caped, assumed human shape and 
now lives among the unsuspecting 
Inhabitants of this planet. 

Perhaps he has the ability to 
cloud minds and bend people to his 
will. 

Perhaps he Is a vastly Influential 
newspaper columnist, whose mis¬ 
sion Is to make fun of UFOs so you 
puny Earthlings are unprepared 
for the coming Invasion/ 

Just something to think about. 
Andy. 


have only once before seen something that looked so 
much like a “classic” description of flying saucers. One of 
the lights was slightly orange-yellowish. The other was 
blue-greenish. They moved in exact synchronization as 
though they were either flying in formation or were part 
of the same incredibly large object. 

By the time we got to our driveway, the lights were 
gone, and we were soon absorbed in getting the kids out 
of the car and into bed. I guessed that perhaps the N avy or 
Coast Guard were flying a pair of searchlight-equipped 
helicopters near the coast but the lights had moved too fast 
and too perfectly together for me to feel that the guess was 
a good one. Also, they did not appear to brighten or dim 
as they turned, an effect searchlights would definitely 
show. 

On tax night, I had gone to bed early, and in conse¬ 
quence got up early the next day. It was still dark, and out 
over the ocean I saw a bright orange-yellowish light. At 
first I thought it was moving, but when I sat still, it didn’t 
move so I knew it was just the relative motion of a sleepy 
head that I had observed. The light was just as bright as the 
UFOs we had seen. I got out the binoculars and saw that 
the light was reflecting off the ocean; clearly a boat or a 
helicopter was out there. As the day broke an object came 
gradually visible through the glare of the light, and a half 
hour later I could see it was a fishing boat with a large bank 
of sodium-vapor lamps. 

I also now knew what the UFOs were: two fishing 
boats, one like this one, and another with blue-green 
mercury vapor lamps. At night it is very hard to judge 
where the horizon is, and walking out on the driveway 
(which rises above our house) today I saw that the horizon 
seems to run right through the trees. It was our motion in 
the car, combined with our belief that the lights were much 
closer than they were (due to their extraordinary bright¬ 
ness) that made them seem to move. The UFOs thus turn 
out to be an illusion, explained by simple geometry 
combined with the inherent human inability to judge large 
distances visually. 

Watching the now clearly visible fishing boat I noticed 
a small black shape in the water near the beach. “That 
surfer is out early,” I said to myself. So I trained tnc binocs 
on him or her. No surfer. A seal, a shark, some flotsam? 
I wondered. A large (really large) fin broke the surface. 
Finally a spume of water went up. ‘Thar she blows! ” I said 
to myself and spent the next 15 minutes watching a 
humpback whale, just at the line of breaking surf, making 
its way slowly northward toward the pier — my reward 
for getting up early in Pacifica. 
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What caused it? UFO investigator George Fawcett of Lincolnton farmhouse. He and feliow investigator Danny Barger took soil 
looks over part of a circle in the grass at Shirley and Bud Long's and plant samples and magnetic readings. 


to debunk claims of the extrater¬ 
restrial by offering what it calls 
plausible, land-based explana¬ 
tions. 

Though he hasn’t seen the 
Longs' circle, Karr said pranksters 
make them on lawns and in fields 
by using string and stakes for 
accuracy. Hoaxers then apply 
weed killer, making the grass van¬ 
ish within 10 days or so, Karr said. 

Pranksters started with farm 

ii I would just like to 
know what it was. It’s a 
mystery to everyone as to 
what could have hap¬ 
pened.” 

— Shirley Long 


fields in England a decade ago. 
When U.S. TV shows highlighted 
the supposed phenomena, myste¬ 
rious rings suddenly cropped up in 
America, Karr said. 

“It was hilarious,” he said. "You 
would have people saying it was 
alien hieroglyphics." 

Longtime UFO investigator 
George Fawcett of Lincolnton said 
he is discounting neither prank¬ 
sters nor aliens. He and fellow 
investigator Danny Barger took soil 
and plant samples and magnetic 
readings. They even sniffed the 
ground for chemicals, but they 
detected none. 



Gawks, guesses, but no explanation 
for strange marks in Lincolnton lawn 


By JOE MARUSAK 

Staff Writer 

LINCOLNTON — Shirley Long 
has never believed in UFOs, but 
she’s had to think twice since 
finding the large barren circle in 
her lawn. 

UFO buffs have examined the 
circle but can't explain it. A 
hoax? A natural phenomenon? 
Or is it the imprint of a visiting 
spacecraft? 

Dozens of friends, family mem¬ 
bers and UFO enthusiasts have 


themselves since it appeared last 
month. No one has had an 
answer for Long and her hus¬ 
band, Bud, who runs several 
local convenience store-gas sta¬ 
tions. 

Tve never believed in UFOs, 
my husband doesn't either.” 
Long said as she studied the 
circle, which is 14 feet in diame¬ 
ter and has three parallel bars 
where the grass died within it. 
"But I guess anything’s possible 
after this." 



MIKE FISHER/StalT 


grow again, as a prank. of the Paranormal. “What seems 

"Did somebody go out and do more plausible? The last thing I 
a hoax or did a spaceship land?" would think of is an alien space- 
asked Barry Karr, director of the ship." 


"Something laid that pattern 
down,” said Fawcett, who has 
investigated 1,200 suspected UFO 
cases across the country over the 
past 48 years. “I said to Bud 
(Long), ‘Something happened 
here or you had a dozen men 
working on this to try to pull my 
leg.' ” 

The Longs said they’re as puz¬ 
zled as Fawcett and their neigh¬ 
bors. Shirley Long said she first 
spotted the circle in early May 
when the bare area appeared as 
surrounding grass started to grow. 

She said she also happened to 
look up at her pecan tree and 
notice a large limb, 50 feet up, 
smashed against the tree trunk as if 
something had crashed into it. 

“If it was a spaceship, they 
would just about have had a crash 
landing, with all the open space 
around here," she said. "1 would 
just like to know what it was. It's a 
mystery to everyone as to what 
could have happened." 


driven to Long's farmhouse off Skeptics dismiss the circle, Buffalo-based Committee for the 
rural Killian Road to see for where the grass is now starting to Scientific Investigation of Claims 


Karr's international group tries 


UFO abductions 
taken seriously 


By PAUL DELLINGER 

_ SOUTHWEST 8UREAU _ 

WYTHEV1LLE — UFO 
Intruders? Not in Wytheville, 
thank you. 

A prominent Harvard 
psychiatrist, among others, 
had expressed concern that the 
CBS-TV miniseries, “Intrud¬ 
ers," would awaken dormant 
UFO abduction memories in 
unsuspecting viewers. 

Even the somber Wall 
Street Journal headlined those 
worries in a May 14 story 
written perfectly straight, 
without a hint of the 
tongue-in-cheek cuteness that 
shows up in many stories on 
UFOs. 

Residents of Wytheville 
had particular reason to have 
an interest in that miniseries 
because an estimated 3,000 
people reported UFOs in the 
skies over Wythe County in 
late 1987 and into 1988. 

None reported abduction 
experiences then, or since the 
CBS show aired on Sunday 
and Tuesday nights. 


If anyone seemed a candi¬ 
date for such an experience, it 
most likely would be Danny 
Gordon, who found himself at 
the center of the UFO vortex 
in his home county. 

Gordon, news and sports 
director at WYVE radio in 
Wytheville, broke the first 
sighting story that led to na¬ 
tional media interest in 
Wytheville. And he was the 
one who ended up probably 
seeing more UFOs, about 40 
in all, than anyone once he 
went out looking. 

The media interest has 
continued. “Unsolved Myster¬ 
ies,” which used a segment on 
Wytheville to open its 100th 
anniversary show Feb. 19, re¬ 
peated it on NBC-TV Sunday 
night just before CBS broad¬ 
cast its first "Intruders” epi¬ 
sode. East Coast viewers 
missed it this time around be¬ 
cause of a sports event that 
ran longer than expected. 

In addition, Gordon is 


featured prominently in a cover 
story about Wytheville’s UFO flap 
in the current issue of Virginia 
Southwest, a regional magazine 
published in Roanoke. 

Tales of abductions by beings 
from the sky go back to ancient 
mythology. They happened in sci¬ 
ence fiction pulp magazines dating 
back to the 1930s and in such mov¬ 
ies as “Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind" (1977). 

Gordon never ha^ been a fan 
of such stories. “In 1987, I had 
nothing in this house on UFOs," 
he said while viewing the second 
part of “Intrudes" at his home 
Tuesday night. 

Now he has piles of books and 
magazines about them, part of the 
crash course he undertook in 
UFOlogy when the spotlight turned 
on him during the Wytheville sight¬ 
ings. The books include one by 
Budd Hopkins, the New York artist 
whose interviews formed much of 
the basis for “Intruders.” 

Gordon since has talked with 
Hopkins and others prominent in 
UFO studies, attended UFO con¬ 
ferences in other states, and even 
heard from Betty Hill, who was the 
subject of the book “The Interrupt¬ 
ed Journey.” 

“Based on letters, she’s just a 
normal person," Gordon said. 

She and her husband. Barney 
Hill, who has since died, reported a 
UFO in New' Hampshire in 1961. 
They found themselves suffering 


from stress which they linked to 
the sighting and, under hypnosis, 
told a story of being taken aboard 
the craft and examined by grav- 
skinned creatures with large heads. 

The Boston psychiatrist who 
worked with them called their ac¬ 
count a shared dream. But other 
people began reporting similar 
events under hypnosis. Whether 
the experiences are real, as Hop¬ 
kins maintains, or result from some 
other repressed traumas, as some 
psychiatrists suggest, those who 
think they recall them are often 
deeply troubled by them and need 
counseling. 

Gordon has been told more 
than once, by people more deeply 
involved than he in the UFO field, 
that the number of his sightings 
makes him a prime abduction can¬ 
didate. One woman even informed 
him that she had seen him when 
they were both aboard a UFO. 

“There are a lot of people out 
there and they are very nice, ordi¬ 
nary people, until you hear their 
story,” Gordon said, shaking his 
head. 

He is unwilling to undergo 
hypnosis to seek repressed abduc¬ 
tion memories. “Hypnotic regres¬ 
sion is still a gray area with me, 
because how do you draw the line 
between fact and fiction in the 
mind?" he said. 

He found the miniseries'inter- 
esting, although it condensed the 
accounts of many people in Hop- 


Got a clue? _ 

Anyone with evidence of what 
created the circle on the Long 
property can call George Fawcett at 
735-5725 anytime. 


kins’ interviews into those of a few 
characters. "I think this is a good 
portrayal of it, but ... it's a com¬ 
posite.” 

But he said he could identify 
with some of it. 

There were the so-called 
“NASA representatives” who 
dropped in to talk to the psychia¬ 
trist in the miniseries. Gordon had 
“reporters," who turned out not to 
work for the paper they cited when 
he tried to call them later, visiting 
his home. 

When Gordon was a featured 
speaker at a UPI convention and 
suggested that reporters take a 
more serious approach to UFOs, he 
said, he got reactions like those of 
the miniseries psychiatrist. The 
character made the same kind of 
plea at a gathering of his fellow 
practitioners, who got defensive or 
walked out. 

"I think this program will 
make people more aware of the 
UFO phenomenon," Gordon said. 
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THEDISTRICTLINE 


UFO Researcher 
of the Serious 
Kind: Don 
Berliner 


It Came 
Out of the Sky 

Don Berliner’s Close Encounters 
With People Who Have Had 
Close Encounters 

// ■ t’s good they ended it that way,” Don 
I Berliner said, his feet propped on the 
■ living room coffee table in his Alex¬ 
andria apartment as the final frames of In¬ 
truders, a television movie about outer-space 
creeps, rolled by. “That gives people a way 
to think about these things without as much 
fear.” 

Berliner, a 61-year-old free-lance writer af¬ 
filiated with a local group called the Fund for 
UFO Research, was referring to the-gauzy 
Spielberg ending (more on this shortly) 
tacked onto the two-pan docudrama, which 
aired May 17 and 19 on CBS. Sappy though 
the finish was, a little uplift was a relief after 
what came before it. The film dramatized 
the abductee experience, the claim made by 
a surprisingly large number of people who 
remember being kidnaped by aliens. (The 
memories usually emerge under hypnosis.) 
It focused on the tribulations of two fiction¬ 
alized women—composites based on case 
histories taken “from the files of’ Budd 
Hopkins, author of Musing Time and Intrud¬ 
ers. 

Both gals were regularly nabbed by 
sneaky, pear-bodied ETs and strapped to 
what looked like Lucite operating tables for 
a series of intrusive surgical noodlings. Ne¬ 
braskan “Mary Wilkes” (played by the hard¬ 
est-working-lady in TV movies, Mare Win- 
ningham) received a metal nasal-passage 
implant of unknown purpose, was relieved 
of a tiny scoop-shaped sample of flesh, and 
dimly recalled that a “miscarriage” she’d 
suffered years before was...something 
worse. “Lesley Hahn,” a Californian, was 
snatched and seeded by aliens who stole her 
baby when her role as hydroponic nanny 
was complete. 

Elsewhere, we saw a maverick psychiatrist 
drummed out of the ranks because he dared 
to tell the truth. (This being that scores of 
Americans are abducted by extraterrestrials 
on a regular basis. A new poll released in 
conjunction with Intruders claimed that one 
in 50 American adults, or some 3.7 million, 
believe they have been abducted.) We saw a 
by-now-stereotypical U.S. government offi¬ 
cial, evil incarnate, telling the psychiatrist 
that of course the authorities know something 
from Out There is Here. The grim brass hat 
hissed that a supersecret working group ex¬ 
ists in the government—black-budget mate¬ 
rial all the way—to figure out just what in 
hell is going on. Until real answers emerge, 
cover-up is essential to prevent planetary 
panic. 

And we saw Ben Vereen playing a psychi¬ 
atric-ward inmate whose trauma began in 
1973. At that time, the Vereen character was 
stationed at a New Mexico airbase. One 
night, while working the graveyard shift, he 
saw a flying saucer crash and bum in the des¬ 
ert. He rushed to the crash site and found 
three dead ETs and a lone survivor. This 


ET, as big-eyed and appealing as an Edward 
Keane foundling, telepathically begged, 
“Helllp meeeeee ” Sadly, bad guys from the 
government arrived and dragged Ben away 
to the bounce-off-the-walls warehouse. This 
ET’s fate could only be surmised, but if his 
experiences matched existing UFO lore, he 
was probably whisked off to Wright-Patter- 
son Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio—the 
site of many alleged ET incarcerations over 
the years—where he is now banging a cup 
against cell bars and telepathically demand¬ 
ing, “Lemme outta here, ya screws.” 

In short, not the son of thing that inspires 
confidence in man’s institutions or his place 
in the cosmos. Strangely, though, the four 
hours of horror, moody intimations of con¬ 
spiracy, and creepy background music end¬ 
ed with Mary getting grabbed yet again, this 
time for a perky explanation of what it all 
was about. A gentle, standard-variety ET 
(thin, big-headed, with those insecty black 
eyes) showed her a big room full of fetuses 
in column-shaped aquariums bubbling with 
red liquid. (Not blood red, blessedly... Kool- 
Aid red.) Mary met her daughter (the same 
child who was taken from her years before), 
a blond waif who looked like a morph be¬ 
tween a pretty little girl and Ron Howard’s 
unfortunate younger brother, Clint, circa his 
1967-69 "work” in Gentle Hen. No explana¬ 
tions were offered as to why such hybrids 
were being produced. Later, however, after 
Mary was returned to her family, she bi- 
zarrely opined that the experience convinced 
her that the aliens weren't evil. Whatever 
they were up to, it was important, for-the- 
good stuff, maybe an attempt to revive their 
own dying race with our sprightlier genes. 

T hroughout the concluding episode, Ber¬ 
liner helpfully shared tips about where 
the film stuck with recognized UFO 
legend and theory, and where it went a bit 
Hollywood. It should be noted that the Hol- 
lywooding didn’t bother him much. He 
seemed confident that the loftier goals being 
served (spreading the truth and letting trau¬ 
matized UFO-abductee victims know they 
“are not alone in this”) were worth a little 
dramatic license. He had only two minor 
beefs. The Budd Hopkins stand-in, a bril¬ 
liant anthropologist who scoffed at the psy¬ 
chiatrist’s early skepticism (with the wither¬ 
ing wit of Sherlock Holmes), did not 
resemble the real Budd, who Berliner said is 
“scholarly and quiet.” (The real Budd, by 
the way, is not a faculty scientist, but an art¬ 
ist and writer.) Berliner also disliked the 
ETs’ necks. “I don’t know why they gave 
them long necks,” he frowned. “I know of 
no evidence of them having necks like th^t.” 

Just for the record: No 1973 event like the 
movie’s crash has been alleged. The Mare 
Winningham abductee was based on the star 
performer of /ntrudm-the-book, “Kathie 
Davis” (a pseudonym for a woman named 
Debra Tomey). And the psychiatrist who 
most closely resembles the movie’s shrink 
(John E. Mack of Harvard Medical School) 
has been allowed to study this subject with¬ 
out the professional equivalent of an Amish 
shunning. Shortly before the movie aired, 
Mack assured the Wall Street Journal that ab¬ 
duction tales can’t be written off as "mass 
hysteria.” Others argue otherwise, including 


the ever-watchful men and women at Skepti¬ 
cal Inquirer, who, in response to Intruders, 
mass-mailed a reprint of old S.I. articles that 
dismiss the abduction “phenomenon” as the 
product of psychological abnormalities al¬ 
ready familiar to mental-health pros. (Such 
as confabulation, "the tendency of ordinary, 
sane individuals to confuse fact with fiction 
and to report fantasized events as actual oc¬ 
currences.”) 

Berliner doesn’t buy it. “I believe the 
chances of abduction being what it appears 
to be”—that is, for real—“are approaching 
100 percent.” 

Does his opinion carry any weight? That 
depends on viewpoint. Hipster that you are. 
you’re surely aware that many non-academ¬ 
ics research UFO-related questions with 
what, to them anyway, is the same rigor and 
detachment as top scientists. (Whether they 
achieve this or not is a question we’ll skip; 
getting into it at all is to open the nozzle on 
an ink-squirting firehose.) One veteran ob¬ 
server of the UFO scene, who asks not to be 
identified, cautions that there are “two cul¬ 
tures” within the realm of UFO research: 
the “large folk culture of belief-oriented peo¬ 
ple” and a “smaller elite of more skeptical, 
critically minded people.” 

The clear implication was that Don, while 
a nice and intelligent guy, should be taken 
with a deer-lick-sized grain of salt. 

Nobody thinks of himself as “folk,” in¬ 
cluding Berliner. He believes he is, and 
strives to be, a Researcher of the Serious 
Kind. The group he’s linked with, the 
Fund for UFO Research, is one of the few 
in the jumbo field of “ufology” that has 
credentialed scientists on its board of 
directors. (Among them Bruce Maccabee, 
a physicist who serves as chairman.) Es¬ 
tablished in the District in 1979 as a non¬ 
profit group, it raises money to support re¬ 
search projects and to pry UFO-related 
documents from the federal government. 
(Yes, some exist.) 

Berliner himself is a bit more footloose 
than the Fund as an entity. Before Intruders 
aired, he called Washington Post TV critic 
Tom Shales, who quoted his worries that the 
movie would generate a flood of calls from 
people who, watching the show, realized 
they too were abductees. (Berliner got 
three.) But the real make-or-break moment 
for his reputation comes in August, with 
publication of Crash at Corona, a book he 
wrote with a UFO-researching warhorse, 
Stanton T. Friedman. It deals not with ab¬ 
ductions but with alleged saucer crashes in 
New Mexico in July 1947. One at Corona, 
N.M., the other at a desert region in the 
west-central part of the state, the Plains of 
San Agustin. The first crash is popularly 
known among UFO researchers as the Ro¬ 
swell Incident, named for the town where 
the alleged saucer debris was supposedly 
taken (after the crash) by the covering-up 
military, which put out the story that it was 
a crashed weather balloon. 

The second is the rub. Going into this in 
detail is another impossibly inky task, but 
here are the basics: Some people, Friedman 
and Berliner among them,.believe there was 
a second crash at the Plains. And that, as in 
the Ben Vereen scene from Intruders, human 
witnesses saw an ET survivor before officials 


made the scene and removed everything. 
The key witness, Gerald Anderson, was 6 at 
the time. He told Friedman and Berliner 
that he and his dad, uncle, brother, and 
cousin were hunting for rocks when the sau¬ 
cer struck the earth. Running to the site, 
they found three dead ETs and one who 
“...was breathing very erratically and its 
chest was heaving in an unnatural way.... 

“Dad and [Uncle] Ted were kneeling down 
next to this creature that was alive, and Ted 
was trying to talk to it in Spanish and it 
wasn’t responding. When someone moved 
suddenly, it would recoil and put its hands 
up like it was afraid it was going to be hit.” 

To say that this story is controversial with¬ 
in ufology is like saying that some paleontol¬ 
ogists disagree about human origins. The 
same veteran observer of the UFO scene 
quoted above (who, for now, wants to stay 
out of this fracas as well) finds Anderson’s 
story ridiculous. “He reminds me of a guy 
from the ’50s who said a UFO shot at him 
and burned him.” 

“Anderson’s story does not stand alone,” 
Berliner calmly responded when informed of 
the blast. “There are a lot of people who 
have testified to a second crash in the San 
Agustin area.” 

Obviously, come August, a lot of blood 
will flow on the desert floor. — Alex Heard 


2 UFO Sightings 

| ■ In “UFOs Are Real—in Our National 
Psyche” (Commentary, May 27), Prof. 
u Laurence Goldstein suggests that UFOs 
. are not cosmic but psychic disturbances 
o that coincide with social and economic 
.. trouble, the end of the Cold War and the 
Q millennium, and the concept of saviors who 
will solve all our problems. But according 
to the Mufon UFO Journal of May, 1992, 
France in 1990 experienced the greatest 
—i UFO flap or multiple sightings by well- 
„ qualified observers since the wave of 1954. 

2 Most of these sightings of brilliant objects 
have been largely unpublished and are 

§ unknown to the reading public. Starting in 

3 November, 1989, Belgium has had over 
^ 3,500 UFO sightings by highly credible 
1 witnesses who live in heavily populated 
< areas. All of this doesn’t include the 
u hundreds of sightings and photographs 
yj* taken by witnesses in Gulf Breeze, Fla., 
a) starting in November, 1987, and extending 

up through the spring of 1992. 

5 It is true that isolated reports of the 
UFOs do appear on TV programs and in 
§ magazines and newspapers. But on the 
whole, the public doesn’t grasp the phe- 
« nomenal worldwide extent of the UFO 
sightings over other nations of the world 
X. and over America. But Goldstein is right 
£ when he urges readers to “keep watching 
the skies!” 

KENNETH LLOYD LARSON 
Los Angeles 
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ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL - July 10, 1992 CR: E. Walters 

UFO Back From Vacation 

Craft's Independence Day Show 
Glows All Around Town 


The "Gulf Breeze UFO" seems 
to have been on vacation over the 
past few weeks, making appearances 
on June 27, and again on July 2. Both 
sightings were in the same vicinity, 
"Skywatchers" reported the "UFO” 
simultaneously from the Southwest 
end of the Three Mile Bridge, and 
South Shoreline Park, placing the 
object in the "Bob Sikes" bridge area, 
and over the sound. The objects 
appeared white, then turned ruby 
red, then back to brilliant white be¬ 
fore disappearing. 

That was a pretty routine sight¬ 
ing reporL...right? Well here’s one 
that's out of a "Ufologist's Wish 
Book". Let's set the scene, it'sJuly4, 
the sky is crystal clear, stars are out, 
the evening is warm and balmy, a 
breeze is blowing from the South¬ 
west over the bay, it's a few minutes 
after 9:00 p.m., and the fireworks are 
scheduled to begin at 9:15 p.m. from 
a barge located just off the Pensacola 
port facilities. The Beach fireworks 
i show is underway over 6 statute miles 
to the South Southeast. 

Vicki Lyons, MUFON investi¬ 
gator, has just stepped onto her front 
porch on Cervantes St., ArtHufford, 
President Pensacola/Gulf Breeze 
MUFON, is at a gathering at the 
"Barkley House", Gary Watson, 
Chief Investigator is at the North end 
of the Three Mile Bridge near the 
Marine Patrol Station, Patti 
Weatherford, MUFON investigator, 
is at Navy Point with a group of 
friends, there are approximately 175 
to 200 people gathered at the S.W. 
end of the Three Mile Bridge in Gulf 
Breeze. Shortly after 9:00 p.m., as if 
to say "OK folks now that I have an 
audience. I'll open the fireworks 
show", andwith thatthe "Gulf Breeze 
UFO” hovered for 8 minutes over 
Pensacola Bay in front of thousands. 
The people at the Southwest end of 
the bridge cheered, the people at the 
"Barkley House" were amazed as 
Art pointed it out, Gary Watson 
showed it to friends that were visiting 
from New Orleans, Gary was also 
wondering if any of the other "Re¬ 
search Team" members were seeing 
the "UFO". Vicki couldn't believe 
her eyes, this was her first sighting 
from her home, as she watched, 
Vicki looked at her watch, the fire¬ 
works would start any second, she 


by Bland Pugh 

wondered if the pyrotechnics would 
have any affect on the "UFO", the 
answer was soon to come....Not In 
The Least. The object remained sta¬ 
tionary above the fireworics show. 

Readings were taken from 4 dif¬ 
ferent locations, azmuth and eleva¬ 
tion, these readings show that the 
object was at an elevation of between 
7500 and 8000 ft, placing it well 
above any fireworks. Several air¬ 
craft circled above the fireworks 
show, as the "UFO" hovered above 
them. 

Remember Gary Watson won¬ 
dering if any of the other "Team" 
members were seeing the "UFO”? 
Well let me give you areport from the 
Beach and my vantage point on the 
Elk's boat docks. The Pensacola 
Beach fireworks were great!!! You 
guessed it...l never turned around, 
only proving the point I always preach 

"Keep Looking Up".and around 

behind you. 

Congratulations are in order for 
Charles Flannigan Florida State Di¬ 
rector of MUFON, and Bruce, and 
Anne Morrison Field Investigators 
Pensacola/Gulf Breeze MUFON they 


were nominated for an award honor¬ 
ing the person or team deemed most 
instrumental in advancing the sci- 
enceofUfology. TheMUFONboard 
of directors will announce the results 
at the July 12, annual symposium in 
Alburquerque, NM. There are 12 
other candidates in the running. The 
award and plaque are in the name of 
the late Dan E. Overlade Ph.D. 

Visitors continue to come to the 
area, almostnightly someone tells us 
they are here just for the "Sky watch", 
and many tell of detouring 500 to 600 
miles to hopefully see the "Gulf 
Breeze UFO". Even the construction 
at the S.W. end of the Three Mile 
Bridge hasn’t been aproblem to most. 

There were 9 sightings for the 
month of June, as of this writing 
there have been 52 for the year com¬ 
paring that to last year, the sightings 
seem td'be right on schedule. 

The Hotline continues to receive 
calls, so if you have had a sighting or 
have seen any anomalous lights or 
objects please call 438-3261, and 
remember to Keep LookingUp...and 
around behind you. 


s Don't be so quick to 
dismiss crop circles 

u To the editor: 

e You ran another crop circle item (May 30, page 
^ C-9), "Farmer says crop circles just overblown." Its 
i silly and contradictory content was similar to the 
previous crop circle item you ran (Sept. 10, 1991), 

5 about the two fake circle-makers, Doug and Dave 
, in England (presented to the public in a controlled 
o press conference sponsored by a newspaper with 
a British intelligence service connections, research- 
2 ers have found). n 

® Apparently, without examining the complex if 
m nature of the crop circle phenomenon, you have 
'3 made an editorial decision to debunk claims by • 
►-1 investigators and scientists (including astrono- o 
o mers) who have studied the configurations that an Sj 
unknown force from above the ground has bent o> 
„ (not broken) every stalk about an inch from the §" 
H ground in irrcproducible layering and weaving 
S patterns (the British army has tried, and failed). 

S My 12-hour "Crop Circle Mystery” workshop 
P will be offered at Cuesla and Allan Hancock 
i colleges in the fall for those interested in a 
5 thorough, calm presentation, and rational analysis 
g of the phenomenon and for those comfortable 
S enough with not over-indulging their denial to take 
to on objective look at what has been appearing in the 
6-1 -fields of England for 12 years now. 

Steve Canada 
Mon o Bay 


OBSERVER-TIMES, Fayetteville, NC - July 3, 1992 CR: G. Fawcett 


Hmmm? 

'Nobody Believes 
Us/ Woman Says 

By Larry Bingham 

SUlf Writer 

RAEFORD — Chalk up another unsolved mystery. 
Diane Messing doesn’t buy any of the theories that 
might explain what she and her mother say they saw 
that st*rmy night last week. 

So, what was the strange round thing that landed in 
a deserted field and suddenly disappeared? Was it a 
UFO? A wayward balloon? A blimp? 

“Absolutely not,” said Mrs. Messing, “If it was 
something that accidentally stopped, it would have 
been here when the police got here It was just too 
eerie. It came, sat down, then just left.” 

Despite that, Wanda Locklear thought she had the 
whole thing figured out when she read a newspaper 
article Thursday. Mrs. Locklear saw something, too. 
“I do not know this lady, or her mother, or where 


they live, or anything, but as I was 
going to church on Sunday I saw 
this orange and yellow balloon had 
landed,” said Mrs. Locklear, who 
runs a day-care center in Raeford. 

The balloon had dropped near 
the Antioch Fire Department on 
N.C. 211, not so many miles south 
of where Mrs. Messing reported 
her sighting the day before. 

“It was so beautiful, and all the 
cars had stopped,” she said. “But I 
was running late for church so I 
couldn’t stop.” The way she figures 
it, the balloon matched the colors 
Mrs. Messing described. 

“I don’t think so,” said Jackie 
Rijfkogel, Mrs, Messing’s mother. 
For example, a hot-air balloon 
does not sound like a freight train. 
And besides, it would not have 
rocked the trailer or caused out¬ 
door lights to mysteriously blink 
off as it passed, she said. 

The control tower at Fayette¬ 
ville’s airport had another solution: 


Maybe the blimp that got away in 
Bladenboro had landed. 

Richard Bryan was celebrating 
the first-year anniversary of his 
store, Bryan’s Supermarket on N.C. 
211, and to announce a great deal 
on Pepsis, he rented a blimp. But 
the bright red blimp snapped a line 
and floated north one afternoon. 

The only problem with that the¬ 
ory is the blimp got away on Tues¬ 
day — three days too late. But if 
you see the blimp, Mr. Bryan is 
offering a $50 reward. 

“That was $350 that just floated 
away,” he said. “I wish the wind 
would shift and it would come back 
to us. Then we'd really have a sto¬ 
ry, wouldn’t we?” 

Meanwhile, up the road on MX. 
211, Mrs. Messing wonders. 

“I wish you could have seen it,” 
she says. “It was so scary at the 
time but now it’s exciting. We sit 
around between 12:30 and 1 and 
hope it will come back. Nobody 
believes us.” - _ 



NEWS, Shepparton, Victoria, Australia - May 15, 1992 CR: P. Norman 

UFO probe of Goulburn Valley sightings to continue 

UFO researcher Paul Norman’s reaction” of information channelled to that week. “It was rectangular, with when Mrs Jones’ camera flash went Another report was also made by a 

investigations in unusual lights him, drawing a two-day visit into a sharp edges.” off as she attempted to catch the fanning family in the same area in 

sighted around the Goulbum Valley week. All the so-far Inexplicable eases Mr and Mrs Jones looked out their phenomena. 1977 . Last Sunday a report of a sharp- 

are expected to continue into the have been marked by a lack of noise back door, which faces onto Waranga Mr Norman said VUFORS would b**™ °* ***** *•* ■*»> reported- 

weekend. from lights which sometimes moved Basin, at 8 pm on May 5 and saw two attempt to have a spectrum analysis ty ***** nw Ml Major, Dookie. 

erratically. separate lights, which originated from done of the Jones’ photograph through Another major sighting, by the Mat- 

Yesterday Mr Norman, from the On Wednesday Mr Norman spoke two small orange balls above the scientists in the United States. thews family on May € was not a army 

Victorian UFO Research Society to Leo and Nola Jones, who saw two water surface. Examples of similar beams of or- helicopter, Mr Norman said. 

(VUFORS) continued to speak with ribbons of solid orange light across The Jones’ said the lights stopped ange, yellow or blue light in the Gout- Mr Chris Matthews saw a conical 

people who reported encounters dur- Waranga Basin on Sunday, May 3. about 300 m from their back fence — burn and Murray Valleys have been object with orange and pale blue lights 

day P, Q"*-* 11 ** She P parton “It couldn’t have been flares,” he “tb*y were so dose, it was like you reported to VUFORS since 1971, when near his Cooma farm on the night of 

earner mis week. said, referring to army exercises being could walk out and touch them”. an encounter was reported at May 6. His brother Mark also saw a 

Since then there has been “chain- held at the Puckapunyai Army Base Both lights instantly disappeared Gunbower, west of Echuca. light in the sky at the same time. 


UFO spotters 
recipients of 
‘strange calls’ 

TWO BRIDPORT men who say they spotted 
a UFO claim they have received anonymous 
phone calls warning them not to investigate 
their sighting. 

But Mike Sturt (37) and Lee Brown (23), who 
caught three unidentified objects on film in 
February from a vantage point on Eggardon 
! Hill, say they won’t be put off trying to find out 
what they really saw. 

The photo has since prompted an investigation into 
their claims by BUFORA — the British UFO Research 
Association. 

Mike, who claimed he and Lee had received three 
calls linked to their sighting in the past two weeks, 
said: “Out of the blue, we both had strange phone 
calls. 

“The callers never identified themselves. 

“But they did say that if we continued to pursue our 
sighting things would not be good for us. Then they 
just hung up." 

Investigations 

BUFORA, who investigate 400 to 500 reported UFO 
sightings in Britain and Northern Ireland every year, 
are very interested in Mike and Lee’s claims. 

Jenny Randles, BUFORA’s director of investigations, 
said: “About 95 per cent of sightings do have 
conventional explanations but the other five per cent 
usually remain a mystery even after we have followed 
them up.” 

Local police confirmed at the time of the Eggardon 
Hill incident that no military low level flying was 
scheduled to have taken place over the Bridport area 
when Mike and Lee say they saw the UFO. 


Are we all hooked 
on hi-tech fairytales ? 


T HE scenario is familiar. 
A perfectly ordinary person 
going about some workaday 
task is suddenly confronted by a 
, flying saucer. 

He is abducted and undergoes some 
weird and inexplicable experience 
before being returned, unharmed, to 
normality. 

To UFO buffs, such close encounters 
are proof positive of a higher intelli- 
, gence patrolling the skies and keeping 
' watch over puny earthlingB. 

To David Morris, author of a fasci¬ 
nating new book, the classic UFO- 
abduction, with its progression from 
normal to abnormal ana back again, 
follows the same formula as the fairy 
tale throughout the ages. 

Morris, a lecturer at Dudley College of 
Technology, does not question the 

( ihenomena themselves. What he chal- 
enges is their "techno-occult” inter¬ 
pretation. 

Believers 

The occult has always been with us. 
Morris traces today’s fascination with 
UFOs and crop circles to the ouija-board 
spiritualism of the 19th century and the 
witch-hunt mania of the Middle Ages. 

Every time, he says, believers claimed 
that supernatural forces were at work. 
And yet the physical effects were tiny, 
banal and illogical. 

Witches were accused of petty offences 
such as making cattle sick. Mediums 
invariably conjured up dull, insignifi- cant 
messages. UFOs left only the most trivial 


By PETER RHODES 

As for crop circles, he argues, if 

S igantic intelligences are involved, why 
o they waste their time making 
elaborate designs in cornfields? 

"There is this basic feeling among 
human beings that there has to be 
something more than this,” says Morris, 
who lectures in history and media 
studies and describes himself as an 
agnostic. 

“There is a constant need for some¬ 
thing to worry about, coupled with the 
belief that somehow we can be saved.” 

He argues that humans mould thing a 
to fit their own fears and their own idea 
of technology. 

Thus, UFOs were described in the 
19th oentury as slow-moving airships. 
By the 1930s they had become secret 
monoplanes. After the Second World 
War they were flying saucers, the 
products of some fantastically advanced 
alien technology. 

According to Morris, the post-war 
flying-saucer mania in the United 
States mirrored America’s sudden terror 
over advances in Russian atom bombs 
and the paranoia about Communist 
infiltration. 

Flying saucers wore the half-glimpsed 
evidence of a superior intelligence 
which might somehow save them from 
nuclear holocaust. 

As the Soviet threat diminished and 
environmental concerns took over, so the 
UFO story changed, in today’s accounts, 
extra-terrestrials warn us about the 
dangers of global poisoning. 


The lure of techno-occultism cannot 
be deniod. Erich von Daniken, world 
famous author of Chariots of the Gods 
sold 13 million books in two years. 

It hardly matters that conventional 
scientists have rubbiahed von Daniken’s 
work. For the theory that God was an 
astronaut is not rooted in real science, 
save Morris. It can be traced to occult 
beliefs such as those of the 19th century 
Theoeophists who mixed religion witn 
science and believed that Lucifer, not 
God, was the bringer of light to man¬ 
kind. 

So the more scorn that conventional 
science pours on UFOs, crop circles or 
witchcraft, the more convinced the 
believers become that the establishment 
is covering-up the real truth. 

With current concerns over pollution 
and an unstable post Cold War world, 
the time is right, says Morris, for 
another rash of techno-occult 
phenomena. 

Detected 

So what next? Already, some pundits 
are speculating that the world is long 
overdue for a collision with a massive 
meteorite. 

In David Morris’s theory, it does not 
matter that no such meteorite has been 
detected. What matters is that it fits the 
age-old bill. 

It provides a metaphor for our own 
anxieties and powerlessness and it 
offers hope that, somehow, some of us 
will be saved. 

• The Masks of Lucifer is published 
by Batsford at £17.99. 


Mystery veils 
Charlton lake 
sightings 

MYSTERIOUS objects and lights over Charlton lakes are the 
latest development that Busty Taylor, one of the country’s top 
investigators into corn circles, is attempting to unravel. 


GAZETTE, Eastbourne, England - May 13, 1992 CR: T. Good 

WAS IT A PLANE? 


The Andover-based 11 . ■ 

investigator says he has |)y Ann SbdW 
known for a long time that 

there is 'something ... .. , , 

special’ about Charlton ***** ,? n **** locaI 
and Anton Lakes, and at a Slg ^ ngs ‘ 
recent lecture in the On his return from the 
village, members of his States he will be involved 
audience revealed in ground and air 
sightings of small objects 
over the water. —— 

Busty goes to America 
at the end of the month to 
attend an important 
seminar on UFOs and 
other unexplained k I r\\ a / 

phenomena, and wants to | ^ Pyy | 

compile the fullest report 
possible on the Charlton 

sightings. A LEADING UFO in 

He would like residents 

with experiences to relate claimed could £ a 

to phone him urgently on Invasion" by soph 

Andover 324496. aliens. 

"All reports will be Jenny Randles, I 

treated in the strictest country s only full- 

confidence," he says. IKTSMSS 

"I cannot emphasise part of a "giant inti 

how important it is that I test" set by an alie 

get the fullest information study our reaction 


investigations of the corn 
circles, working alongside 
Colin Andrews, Andover’s 
other expert. 

Busty Taylor’s par¬ 
ticular area of investi¬ 
gation will centre on 
Avebury in Wiltshire. 


‘I DON’T believe in 
UFOs or ghosts,’ says 
Gazette photographer 
Justin Lycett. 

But he is unabie to 
offer any alternative 
explanation for a 
strange phenomenon 
which left him ‘shaken 
and scared.’ 

Lt happened while 
driving into Eastbourne 
with friend Steve 
Hazelgrove in the car. 

It was 10.20pm and 
they had just gone 
through the traffic lights 
at Polegate and were 
approaching Willingdon 
on the A22. 

Justin said. ‘I noticed 
a red flashing light in 
the sky on the Downs 
side of the road and as I 
drove I saw the silhou¬ 
ette of a plane. 

‘It was very low and I 
thought perhaps it was 
in trouble. 

'I told my friend to 


look and he saw the 
flashing light. We pulled 
into a bus stop near the 
new garage to have a 
look. 

'I could see the outline 
of the plane — it was a 
DC9 or BAClll — just 
above the skyline of the 
Downs at Butts Brow. It 
was getting lower and 
lower but there was no 
noise. I was convinced lt 
was going to crash. 

'Then the nose pulled 
up and it turned towards 
us. I Just put my foot 
down. I thought it was 
going to hit us. 

'We stopped near 
Church Street and 
looked back but there 
was nothing. We even 
drove around searching 
but found nothing. 

'There were no aerials 
or anything around with 
red lights on. My hands 
were shaking. We were 
both a bit scared.' 


Police told the Gazette 
they had no record of 
any reported sightings 
of low-flying aircraft on 
the night in question, 
Friday May 1. 

And author Cecile 
Woodford, who lives in 
the area of the sighting, 
said she too had heard 
no reports of low flying 
aircraft. 

She did offer one clue, 
however. 

Over a year ago she 
spotted an object she 
believed to be a UFO in 
the night skies above 
Willingdon and after her 
story appeared in the 
Gazette was contacted 
by a UFO society. 

It stated that among 
the most common 
shapes it recognised as 
genuine UFO sightings 
were . . . aeroplanes. 


SWINDON EVENING ADVERTISER, Wiltshire, England - April 25, 1992 CR: T. Good 

New theory amid aliens' corn circles 


A LEADING UFO investigator 
today called tor more 
research Into what she 
claimed could be a "hidden 
Invasion” by sophisticated 
aliens. 

Jenny Randles, the 
country’s only full-time UFO 
researcher, said phenomena 
such as corn circles could be 
part of a “giant Intelligence 
test" set by an alien power to 
study our reactions. 


More comprehensive 
research required 


She said people who 
believed they had sighted 
flying saucers and creatures 
from outer space could 
Instead be having their minds 
probed from afar. 


They believed they had 
sighted UFOs only because 
science fiction had left them 
impressionable to 
conventional Images. 

Miss Randles, director of 
Investigations for the British 
UFO Research Association, 
told a conference of 
international UFO experts In 
Manchester that research 
should be more 
comprehensive. 



The circles ... an IQ test? 





DAILY POST, Liverpool, England - April 28, 1992 CR: T. Good 

UFO near-miss scare 


baffles the scientists 


SCIENTISTS were last night baffled by a dra¬ 
matic close encounter between a holiday airliner 
and a UFO, 14,000 ft over southern England. 

The Britannia Airways Boeing 737 came within feet 
of the mysterious lozenge-shaped object as it de¬ 
scended towards Gatwick, according to an official 
Civil Aviation Authority report. 

Experts from the British UFO Research Association also 
investigated the incident and ruled out any possibility of the 
object being another aircraft, weather balloon, or missile. 

And last night, experts at the Meteorological Office, 
Cheshire’s Jodrell Bank Observatory and the National Aero¬ 
nautics and Space Administration (NASA) remained mys¬ 
tified by the incident. 

BUFORA’s chief investigator, Jenny Randles, of Cheshire, 
said: “This was a classic close encounter with a UFO. 

"Alien life forms are an 
extreme hypothesis but if we 
find we are dealing with 
advanced intelligences, that 
would be a discovery of 
earth-shattering importance. 


By Ian Herbert 


"People tend to dismiss re¬ 
ports of UFOs, but when 
they came as close as this 
one did to causing a major 
accident then they have to 
be treated seriously.” 

Margaret Fry, BUFORA’s 
chief investigator for Wales, 
added, from her home in 
Llangernyw, near Llanwrst,: 
"I definitely believe that this 
was extra-terrestrial. It was 
clearly not a weather ball¬ 
oon.” 


The aircraft was travelling 
at 355 knots when the co¬ 
pilot spotted "a black lo¬ 
zenge-like object” 500 metres 
ahead at the same level. 

According to a CAA air- 
miss report, the object 
passed only 30ft above the 
wing of the aircraft which 
was flying in from Crete last 
summer. 

A CAA spokesman tried to 
dampen speculation that the 
airliner may have been in 
contact with extra-terres¬ 
trials. 

He said: "It’s exciting to 



□ Jenny Randles 


Daily Post Staff 


think it might have been 
something from outer space 
but it was probably a ball¬ 
oon. 

"Balloonists often send up 
smaller balloons to test 
weather conditions. It may 
well have been something 
like that.” 

But a spokesman in the 
central forecasting room at 
the Meteorological Office 
said the object was at the 
wrong height and the wrong 
colour to be a balloon. 

"A cloud-based balloon 
would only reach 6,000ft. it 



□ UFO spotter - a Boeing 737 


would never reach the height 
of the plane. It would be an 
orange/red colour, not 
black.” 

A spokesman at the 
Jodrell Bank Observatory, in 
Cheshire, agreed. “It doesn’t 
fit the decription of a ball¬ 
oon,” he said. 

A NASA spokeswoman in 
Washington also confessed 
to being baffled. 

Miss Randles said: “We 
looked at all the usual 
possibilities, such as weather 
balloons, other aircraft or 
optical illusions. At first we 
thought it might have been a 
missile but that was ruled 
out too.” 


In the “lozenge” air-miss 
report, the Britannia crew 
said that after the initial 
sighting “within the space of 
1.5 seconds it passed very 
close, less than 100 yards 
away, down the port side of 
the aircraft, and only 30 feet 
above the wing”. 

The crew immediately 
reported their sighting to 
London air controllers, who 
spotted a small primary 
radar contact behind the 737. 
The air-miss working 
arty said a black weather 
alloon had been released 
that day but it was not 
thought to have been able to 
reach such a high altitude. 


SUN, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada - May 8, 1992 
CR: G. Conway 

COLUMN 


one 

C AROL HAYES and her 
husband Chris of Squa- 
mish were "still in 
shock" the day after it happened. 
(No. "it" wasn't Nicole Parton's 
recent Sun column slagging the 
town). 

On a clear night earlier this 
week Chris, 34, who is interested 
in astronomy, and Carol. 29, left 
son James, 4, sleeping to go out¬ 
side their house to look for satel¬ 
lites. 

"We were looking at the Big 
Dipper and we saw it come from 
there; glide across the sky really 
slow. Chris said ‘there's a satel¬ 
lite' then ‘that’s not a satellite!' 

“H was huge and it was sur¬ 
rounded by an orange glow. It 
went north toward Whistler. We 
went inside to separate rooms 
and drew pictures of what we d 
seen. They were identical " 

The UFO sighting is. a nice 
segue Into International Astron¬ 
omy Day on Saturday. There is a 
host of free activities at the Mac¬ 
Millan Planetarium and Southam 
Observatory 
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RAINHAM GRANDMOTHER THOUGHT GIANT 


CRAFT WAS PART OF AN ALIEN INVASION 


CY1065/4 


IT CAME out of the sky like a great 
white light. It was unidentified, flying 
and Rainham grandmother Elsie 
Bassett-Burr thinks it contained aliens. 

The giant craft — "it was the size of 
ao aeroplane” — hovered over 
Herbert Road at midnight on Tuesday. 
“I thought we were being Invaded,” 
said 52-year-old Elsie. 

“Admittedly I had two drinks, 
Bacardi and cokes, but they were weak 
ones and 1 saw what I saw,” she said. 

Elsie had been drawing her bedroom 
curtains when she spotted the suspec¬ 
ted UFO. “It was round like a wheel 


and it had spikes. It had at least 100 
lights, all white. I was not scared. 1 was 
Just excited,” she said. 

“1 believe in these things. I believe 
there are space ships everywhere. 

There could be another world somew¬ 
here. The first thing 1 thought was we 
were being invaded by aliens. 1 am not 
a crank.” 

She hopes other residents who saw 
the strange flash of lights will come 
forward. She said it was heading south 
from the River Medway. 

Police said they were not aware of 
any more reported sightings. Close encounter: Elsie Bassett-Burr. 


NEW ZEALAND HERALD, Auckland, New Zealand - Feb. 26, 1992 CR: R. Collyns 


Circle hoax pair own up 


NZPA Ashburton 

Agricultural contractors, not 
UFOs, are the perpetrators of 
mysterious crop circles which 
have appeared in mid-Canterbury 
grain paddocks over the past 
month. 

Mr David Harrison and Mr 
Randal Hanrahan, of Fairton, 
have publicly owned up to the 

hoax. 

"We had nothing better to do on 
a Tuesday night,” Mr Harrison 
said. 

Three circles were made by the 
pair at weekly intervals. 

Armed with a ski pole, a piece 
of string and two lengths of board 
nailed together in a T-shape. the 
pranksters made their mark in 
the failing twilight. 

Only two of the three circles 
were found. 

A crudely made fourth circle 
found in silage oats above Meth- 
ven was a copyca t, they claim. 


They entered crops by walking 
along undrilled lines left in the 
crop for spray vehicles. 

Mr Hanrahan held on to the ski 
pole which acted as a pivot with 
the string attached to the upside- 
down T-shaped board. 

Mr Harrison then stomped the 
board around in an anti-clockwise 
direction. It took about 30 minutes 
to make each circle. 

The culprits were finally 
tracked down after persistent in¬ 
quiries around Ashburton by local 
newspapers. 

Mr Hanrahan was a common 
name put forward by several 
sources. Mr Harrison was also 
known to have returned recently 
from Britain, where crop circles 
first appeared. He owned up to 
the hoax and agreed to demon¬ 
strate how the circles were made. 

The men said they always in¬ 
tended to tell the wheat-farmers 
at a later date. 


"We were going to get them all 
together and buy them a beer," 
Mr Harrison said. 

Yet despite the cover of dark¬ 
ness they were not alone during 
their escapades. 

"The first one we did [in the 
Blackford area] there was a 
header going in the next-door pad- 
dock.” Mr Hanrahan said. 

At the second site, many cars 
passed "and it took a lot to get into 
the paddock.” 

The third circle was made near 
the Ashburton airport to ensure it 
was sighted. 

- Before mid-Canterbury’s har¬ 
vest season. Mr Harrison had 
been working for silage contrac¬ 
tors which allowed him to choose 
accessible and visible sites. 

A Methven farmer who found 
the first circle. Mr Ray McIntosh, 
said he was pleased the mystery 
had been solved 


41 It was a good piece of clean 
fun which put mid-Canterbury on 
the map. I’m pleased it has gone 
the full circle." 

The farmer whose property the 
first circle was on. Mr Graham 
Robertson, said he was intrigued 
and amused by the escapade. 

"The guys should be congratu¬ 
lated for an excellent job.” 

But not all the "victims" were 
admirers. One farmer had threat¬ 
ened to "flatten" the culprits if he 
discovered who they were. 

Crop circles found in Britain 
have raised speculation of extra¬ 
terrestrial beings. 

Mid-Canterbury's circles drew 
interest from around New Zea¬ 
land and overseas, with an Austra¬ 
lian magazine offering to buy Mr 
McIntosh's photographs for sev¬ 
eral hundred dollars. 


TIMES, London, England 
May 19, 1992 CR: T. Good 

Earth moves in an 
extra-terrestrial way 

From Charles Bremner in new york 


W hen it comes to study¬ 
ing space, American 
universities have notched 
up a fine record, but eye¬ 
brows are being raised over 
the latest enthusiasm of a 
handful of academics: the 
abduction of earthlings by 
extra-terrestrial aliens. 

At issue is the question 
whether a Harvard psychia¬ 
trist and professors from 
Philadelphia and the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology have taken 
leave of their ivory towers 
in giving credence to the 
belief, shared by thousands 
of Americans, that flying 
saucers have visited their 
suburbs and beamed them 
on board, often for some 
intergalactic hanky-panky. 

John Mack, of Harvard 
Medical School, David Ja¬ 
cobs. a historian from Tem¬ 
ple University, and David 
Pritchard, a physicist at 
MIT. are the most-promi¬ 
nent among a group which 
thinks there must be more 
than fantasy behind the ex¬ 
traordinarily similar ac¬ 
counts of alien kidnapping 
given by citizens from afi 
backgrounds, races and 
professions. Tlie most cele¬ 
brated report came from 
Michael Shea, a govern¬ 
ment lawyer in Washing¬ 
ton. According to reputable 
surveys, about one in every 
50 Americans thinks they 
have received the atten¬ 
tions of visiting aliens. 

B y curious coincidence. 

the aliens are usually 
described as diminutive, 
big-headed, dish-eyed, 
smooth-skinned creatures 
who arrive in beams of in¬ 
tense light. But going be¬ 
yond this stereotype, the 
accounts usually feature 
some form of physical ex¬ 
amination in a cosmic oper¬ 
ating theatre. This often 
involves sexual manipula¬ 
tion. with women saying 


they had been impregnated 
and men saying their se¬ 
men had been extracted. 

Dr Mack, who featured 
last weekend in fictional 
form in a CBS television 
drama, is organising an ab¬ 
duction conference in Mas¬ 
sachusetts next month. Mr 
Jacobs, who teaches a univ¬ 
ersity course called "UFOs 
in US Society", has been 
promoting on TV his book 
Secret Life: Firsthand Ac¬ 
counts of UFO Abductions. 
He believes the aliens are 
engaged in “a programme 
of systematic exploitation 
of one species over another, 
in which people are mined 
— or farmed, if you will — 
over and over and over 
again, over the course of 
their lives, from infancy to 
adulthood." 

D r Mack, who has 
helped 40 patients 
overcome abduction trau¬ 
ma. says he retains an open 
mind and cannot dismiss 
the phenomenon. “I don't 
have an explanation. But I 
know they've undergone a 
powerful sense of being in¬ 
truded upon and trauma¬ 
tised." he said recently. Mr 
Pritchard said in The Wall 
Street Journal last week 
that the CBS mini-series 
could prompt a mass recall 
of alien experience. "1 think 
it’s a disaster in the mak¬ 
ing." he said. 

Critics, who come from 
the "orthodox" wing of the 
UFO fraternity as well as 
the medical profession, say 
there are simple explana¬ 
tions. All the "abducted" 
recall the details of their 
experiences under hypno¬ 
sis. They are probably min¬ 
gling personal trauma, 
usually abuse during child¬ 
hood, with Hollywood-born 
fantasies suggested by 
their questioner. 
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Potpourri of unusual ideas 
found in Eclectic Viewpoint 


By WENDY WEGREN 

Staff writer 

What do the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy, NutraSweet and the 
Ark of the Covenant all have in 
common? 

They have all been past topics of 
The Eclectic Viewpoint lecture 
series. 

Cheyenne Turner, director of 
The Eclectic Viewpoint, brings in 
various speakers on diverse science 
and phenomena issues. 

Turner, a Plano resident, has al¬ 
ways had an interest in science. She 
is a former, research biologist and 
has taught science in high school. 

"i have a very scientific back¬ 
ground,” she said. 

Turner would discover various 
issues and speakers that interested 
her when she traveled. 

“I go to a lot of conferences 
around the country and I would meet 
so many interesting people who 
were doing research on so many un¬ 
usual things, things that were not 
mainstream science,” she said. 

Turner remembers thinking, 
"Oh, I’d give anything for people to 
be able to hear this locally,” she said. 

So she started The Eclectic View¬ 
point on her own, to bring in these 
various speakers for people to hear. 

Turner pays the airfare, hotel and 
meal bills of her speakers. She also 
has to book a place for the lecture, 
which can take a lot of time to find 
and can be expensive. 

She also produces a newsletter 
about the lectures, which she writes 
and mails out at her own expense. 

Sometimes Turner would wonder 


if her effort was worth all of her hard 
work, but then she would get letters 
supporting her cause. 

"1 would get incredible letters 
thanking me for doing this,” she 
said. "People would say, 'I didn’t 
know somebody else had all of these 
different interests.”’ 

Bringing these various issues to 
the attention of the public is Turner’s 
goal. 

"I don’t bring anyone in for enter¬ 
tainment,” she said. "I’m trying to 
educate people in a variety of issues 
and shake up their thinking.’’ 

Turner hopes that the lectures 
will help people make more rational 
decisions about an issue and hear 
different viewpoints about it as well. 

“I don’t always agree with the 
speakers, but at least I’m getting a 
different perspective on the issue,” 
she said. 

Turner is very excited about her 
next lecture, which is about the 
monuments of Mars. 

Richard Hoagland will present his 
findings about the photographs that 
were taken from Mars from the Vik¬ 
ing orbiter in 1976. 

Turner said that Hoagland has 
addressed the United Nations on his 
findings and has served as an advisor 
to Walter Cronkite for the Apollo 
Moon Program. He also co-wrote 
the first interstellar message for the 
Pioneer 10 mission. 

“I feel that the most important 
message that he has is about the 
future of our planet,” Turner said. 

She said that Hoagland will dis¬ 
cuss the mathematical concepts that 
are encoded in the pyramids on Mars 
and how this relates to finding a free 
form of energy on the planet. 
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Constant calls bad 
as Hueytown hum 


By Nancy Bereckls 

Post-Herald Reporter 

Hueytown residents are saying bah-HUM- 
bug to the annoying HUMdrum of attention 
being paid to the low-decibel noise emitting 
throughout their town. 

In fact, they’ve lost their sense of HUMor. 

And they’re sick of stupid HUM jokes. 

All they want is the noise that has been 
bothering them for the past five months to 
stop. They also wouldn’t mind if the dozens 
of local and national reporters who have 
been churning out cute hum stories ad nau¬ 
seam would go away. Yesterday, a New 
York Times reporter visited. 

“I wish everyone would just mind their 
own business,” Hueytown city attorney John 
Ennis said. 

Ennis yesterday talked with Jim Walter 
Resources Inc. officials, who promised to 
bring a sound specialist to Hueytown to find 
the exact source of the hum. 

Many residents of the southwest Jefferson 
County suburb — including Mayor Lillian 
Howard — are convinced the hum is coming 
from a ventilation fan at the mining compa¬ 
ny’s No. 3 mine. 

But since the fan is on 24 hours a day, and 
residents complain of the hum only at cer¬ 
tain times — mostly at night — the noise 
could be caused by both the fan and perhaps 
weather conditions, such as the wind, Ennis 
said Or the hum may be coming from a 


‘I wish everyone would just 
mind their own business.’ 

— John Ennis, 
Hueytown city attorney 

combination of a Jim Walter fan and a fan 
from another mine. 

"We will take care of this problem,” said 
Mayor Howard, a normally bubbly woman 
who admitted becoming a bit cranky from 
having to field hundreds of phone calls from 
people offering theories about the hum’s ori¬ 
gin. 

“We are under a moral obligation to solve 
this problem. But we’re not going to spend 
$50,000 solving a Jim Walter problem,” she 
said. Then, regaining her Southern manners, 
she added: “Could you please soften that up 
a bit so 1 don’t sound so angry?” 

Ennis said he is confident Jim Walter offi¬ 
cials eventually will silence the hum. 

Meanwhile, he asked that residents be pa¬ 
tient. Ennis wants anyone who believes he 
knows where the hum is coming from or has 
some sort of “hum-finding” service they 
want to sell the city to stop calling. 

“If you would put in your newspaper to 
tell all these yahoos to quit calling, 1 would 
really appreciate it,” Ennis said. “All these 
crank calls are diverting us from stopping 
the noise.” 


^ Loch might 
s yield its 


i mysteries 

S3 BPA London 

N Loch Ness may yield up Its secrets next month when 
* Britain's top freshwater scientists launch an intensive 
Si study. 

In 1903 an underwater survey of Loch Ness was 
“ carried out from a rowing boat using a lead weight and 
fl piano wire. This time the 150-tonne MV Simrad, 
equipped with an array of the most modem sonar 
M technology, will map the depths, 
y The scientists have been brought together by Pro- 

< ject Urquart, named after Urquart Castle on the banks 
. of the loch. The consortium includes the Natural 

a History Museum and the Freshwater Biological Assocla- 
3 tion. 

ad It also has the support of the National Museums of 
iS Scotland, the Royal Scottish Geographical Society, the 
Society for Underwater Technology and the approval of 
3 the Royal Geographical Society In London. 

5 None of the scientists made direct reference to 

< Nessie, the loch’s most famous denizen of the deep. 

“ However, Professor Colin Curds, keeper of zoology 
at the Natural History Museum, said it was highly likely 
S that species new to science would be discovered in Loch 
5 Ness. 
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‘Forest monster’ 
found in Russia 

MOSCOW (Reuter Kyodo) A 
journalist in northern Russia 
said Sunday he had discov¬ 
ered the remains of a huge 
“forest monster” that 
climbed trees and lived off 
bark, the ITAR-Tass news 
agency reported. 

Vyacheslav Oparin, writing 
in the Petrozavodsk newspa¬ 
per, said people in the Karelia 
region often had seen foot¬ 
prints of the animal, which 
they called an abominable 
snowman. 


But he said it was obvious 
from the remains of a giant 
specimen he found that the 
animal lived off bark and 
should therefore be called a 
“forest monster” or “tree 
eater.” 

“Scientists were shocked 
by my discovery,” Oparin 
added. Russians are notori¬ 
ously superstitious and news¬ 
papers often publish reports 
about abominable snowmen 
and flying saucers. 

CR: Y. Matsumura 


‘Bigfoot’ makes enormous impression 


For years the people of Flintville, 
Term., a quiet little farming commu¬ 
nity nestled in the foothills of the 
Appalachian range, have been both¬ 
ered by a giant, hairy creature that 
seems to enjoy attacking automo¬ 
biles and trying to snatch little chil¬ 
dren. 

Locals call the creature "Bigfoot” 
because of the enormous footprints 
it leaves behind and because of its 
uncanny resemblance to the more 
famous behemoth many people be¬ 
lieve inhabits remote regions of the 
Pacific Northwest. 



E. Randall Floyd 

Southern Mysteries 


Exactly what the Flintville mon- 
ster is or where it came from remains a mystery, but 
more than two decades of sightings and terrifying en¬ 
counters have left a lot of folks — J -* ““ '■ 

more than just real. 

Some say it's dangerous. .... 

“That thing’s so big it could easily hurt somebody, 
complained one local farmer. “Who knows how many 
head of our livestock have gone missing because of it?” 

So far no one has been hurt by the Flintville monster, 
which often leaves behind 16-inch footprints along with 
a foul, “skunk-like” odor. But there have been a few 
close calls. 

Like the man who claimed that a “seven-foot tall ha¬ 
iry monster" chased him through the woods, howling 
and screeching at him like an ape. 

And the woman whose car was attacked by the same 
kind of creature while she hid in the floorboard. 

On at least one occasion, a child was nearly kidnapped 
by a thing with long, hairy arms. 

The trouble began back in April 1976 when a woman 
told police a “giant, hairy monster" broke her automo¬ 
bile antenna then jumped onto the roof of her car and 
started bouncing up and down. As soon as the woman s 
Story made headlines, other citizens stepped forth to de¬ 
scribe similar encounters with Bigfoot-like beasts. 

Of all the stories, however, none can match the near- 
tragic drama related by Mrs. Jennie Robertson. 

On April 26, 1976, Mrs. Robertson’s 4-year-old son, 
Gary, was outside playing in the yard when his mother 
heard him suddenly scream. It was late afternoon, Mrs. 
Robertson recalled, near sundown, and a cool afternoon 
breeze floated in from the woods across from her yard. 

When she ran outside to investigate, she became con¬ 
scious of a foul odor that reminded her of a skunk or 
“dead rats.” Then she saw it — a huge, ape like figure 
loping around the corner of the house. 


“It was seven or eight feet tall," 
she told investigators, "and seemed 
to be all covered with hair. It 
reached out its long, hairy arms to¬ 
ward Gary and came within a few 
inches of him.” 

Seconds before the shaggy beast 
encircled the child with its arms, 
however, the terrified mother 
snatched up the boy, darted inside 
the house and locked the doors. 
When she got up her courage to look 
out the window she saw a “big, black 
shape disappearing into the woods.” 

The first thing she did was pick up 
the phone and call her neighbor. 


Then she called the police. Within minutes half a dozen 
men armed with shotguns and rifles surrounded her 
convinced the^thing is house, searching for clues to the mysterious animals 
whereabouts. 

One and all, they resolved to track down the brutish 
thing that had nearly captured little Gary Robertson. It 
was obviously the same creature that had been rampag¬ 
ing through the community for months, breaking auto¬ 
mobile windshields, beating on the side of houses and 
filling the night air with blood-curdling shrieks. 

All night long relay teams of hunters combed the 
rugged woods on the outskirts of town, gims at the ready 
eyes and ears keenly attuned to the shifting shadows and 
strange noises of the swamp. Several times they thought 
they heard the monster, grunting and snorting at them 
from behind bushes, and several times they opened fire. 

With each onslaught of bullets, the monster would is¬ 
sue a high-pitched squeal. Instead of falling, however, 
the enraged beast threw rocks at its attackers before 
bounding away into the brush. 

The next day more than 16-inch footprints were found, 
as well as hair, blood and mucus. The hair was scientifi- 
cally analyzed but could not be identified. 

Throughout the South, from Arkansas to Virginia, re¬ 
ports of Bigfoot-like monsters continue to trickle in 
across the desks of law enforcement officers and park 
rangers The vast majority of these sightings can be dis¬ 
missed as hoaxes, of course, or illusions triggered by 
poor visibility or unsteady imaginations. 

But a few — like the so-called Flintville monster — 
cannot be explained away so easily. 

Randall Floyd is a syndicated writer who lives in Au¬ 
gusta, Ga. j g 
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Pa. hot line helps ease mind for those spotting a UFO 


OFFBEAT \ 


■y STBVI QOLDSTHN 

Knight-RkMer Newspapers 

PHILADELPHIA — The magazine 
ad says simply: “Encounters with 
Bigfoot, whether old or recent, can be 
reported in confidence to experienced 
researcher." 

A phone number follows. No, it isn’t 
(800) BIG-FOOT. 

People who call the number often 
sigh with relief after a few seconds; the 
person at the other end is not falling 
down withdmcMer over the success of 
the prank; 

Got a tale to tell about a close 
enceddbflrof the beast kind? Or about a 
UFO fighting’ Relief is as handy as the 
newt phone. 

(Imply dial the hot line for the Hairy 
One, a.kB, Bigfoot, Sasqnatch, Yeti or 
Alma, as the Russians call the 
creative. 

At, the ether and Is the Pennsylvania 
Osater for UFO Research, a repository 
of Information about nnexplained 
phnlcal phenomena. 

Sightings of Bigfoot abound, 
especially In theweatern part of the 
state. The problem, researchers say, has 
been getting witnesses to confess their 
smertanres. 

“People whoaee these things don’t 
wait te talk abort them," said Paul G. 
Johaaoo, the center’s director. ‘They’re 


c 

afraid of the publicity or being laughed 
at." 

"We end up acting like 
psychologists," be said. 

Johnson, 48, is the leader of the 
center’s “cryptozoological study 
group,” which collects and analyzes 
exploits of these semi-mythical 
creatures. The group recorded 101 
Pennsylvania Bigfoot reports from 
1080 through 1989. 

Bigfoot has been spotted in pairs 
(Bigfeet?), In family groups (Littlefoot?) 
and even swimming in ponds. 

July and August are the big months 
lor creature sightings, the reports show, 
perhaps because there are more people 
hiking through the woods. 

Johnson is a chemistry professor at a 
major university in Pittsburgh that, he 
says, would rather not have its name 
used because “they get a little testy" 
about being linked with the missing link. 

Perhaps it's the same feeling most 
callers have as they dial (800) 322-8360. 

The callers usually begin; This is 
going to sound (pick one) — a) stupid b) 
crazy c) incredible d) all of the above. 

Then theperson at the other end of the 
line says, “We re here to help.” 

Johnson said: “We try to sense the 


relief in the person’s voice. It’s one of 
the guideposts we use to tell whether 
someone is hoaxing.’ 1 

The group has been running 
advertisements about the year-old 
hotline in Pennsylvania Woods & 
Waters magazine, local newspapers and 
shoppers’ guides. 

The supportive person at the other 
end of the line is Joan Jeffers of 
Bradford, Pa., a former nurse. Now 
disabled, Jeffers, 59, has a fascination 
with creatures that dates back to her 
childhood years. 

In 1975, Jeffen said, she and a friend 
had a nighttime encounter with a pair of 
creatures north of Pittsburgh while they 
were following up on a report by a 
police officer, who said he saw 
something huge cross a road with a 
small deer slung over its shoulder. 

By Jeffers’ account and others, 
Bigfoot is 7 to 12 feet tall, weighs as 
much as 1,000 pounds and has broad 
shoulders, almost no neck, knee-length 
arms and dark black hair covering its 
body. 

It walks erect on two big feet, which 
are IS to 22 inches long and 6 to 9 inches 
wide. 

That’s a 23 EEEEE, according to 


Flocco’s Discount Shoes in 
Conshohocken, Pa., which specializes in 
hard-to-fit sizes. 

Bigfoot-watchers believe the 
creature is a descendant of the ape-like 
gigantopithecus, which is believed to 
have lived half a million years ago. 

Many anthropologists discount this 
theory, saying they don’t think such a 
creature has survived and that this 
species of ape was not as massive as the 
purported Bigfoot. 

Sasquatch means "smelly ape” in an 
American Indian dialect. Reports 
usually confirm that the creature has a 
body-odor problem. 

Johnson often visits the sites of 
reported encounters to search for 
footprints or other evidence. He is 
waiting for more information on a 
reported sighting late last month near 
the village of Derry. 

The village lies at the base of 
Chestnut Ridge, a part of the Allegheny 
Mountain foothills where numerous 
sightings have allegedly occurred. 

Aroused by the barking of his dogs, 
the witness caught the creature in his 
flashlight beam at about midnight and, 
although he had a gun, decided not to 
shoot. 

“He felt it had a human aspect,” said 
Johnson. 

There are other reasons witnesses 
don’t pursue their brushes with Bigfoot. 


or Bigfoot 

"If you encountered something 9 feet 
tall and hairy with canine teeth, how 
close would you want to be?" asked 
Jeffers. 

In 1985, she and Johnson published a 
100-page book called “The 
Pennsylvania Bigfoot," but the tome, 
like its subject, is hard to find. 

Johnson said be was convinced the 
creature exists but not sure what it js — 
just as he isn’t certain about the nature 
of UFOs. 
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The Case of the Missing Pharaoh 


By John Anthony West 


Saugerties. n.y. 
he police seldom work 
on a subtle but critical 
crime of scholarship. 
But a New York City 
detective's forensic 
art apparently has ex¬ 
posed a case of academic malprac¬ 
tice. His work lends credence to 
theory that the Sphinx is thousands 
of years older than Egyptologists and 
archeologists think. If it is, we must 
radically revise our ideas about an¬ 
cient civilization before the rise of the 
Egyptian culture about 3000 B.C. 

Egyptologists insist that the Sphinx 
of Giza was built about 2500 B.C. by 
an Old Kingdom pharoah, Chephren 
(or Khafre). But a Boston University 
geologist, Dr. Robert M. Schoch, ar¬ 
gues that, at a minimum, a civiliza¬ 
tion that preceded the pharaohs built 
the limestone Sphinx between 5000 
and 7000 B.C. and he suggests that 
Chephren did further work on it. 

He thinks rain caused the extensive 
weathering on the Sphinx. Many 
nearby Old Kingdom structures built 
from ihc identical limestone do not 
show such weathering; the inescap¬ 
able conclusion is that the Sphinx was 
hewn earlier than they were, when 
the climate was far wetter. 

Dr. Thomas L. Dobecki, a geophysi¬ 
cist with a Houston seismic surveying 
company, strengthened this theory. 


John Anthony West, a proponent of 
the hypothesis that the Sphinx is older 
than scholars think, is author of "The 
Traveler's Key to Ancient Egypt." 



Just how old 
is the Sphinx? 


His analysis of sound waves that pen¬ 
etrated. the subsurface limestone of 
the floor around the Sphinx showed 
that the front and sides are twice as 
weathered as the rear; this suggests 
the rear was carved out of the bed¬ 
rock much later than the other sides. 

The belief that Chephren built the 
Sphinx is based upon purely circum¬ 
stantial evidence and unproved as¬ 
sumptions. The most cherished is a 
fancied resemblance between the 



Museum statue 


Sphinx’s ravaged face and the face of 
Chephren perfectly preserved in a 
magnificent statue in the Cairo Muse¬ 
um. Only Egyptologists think the 
Sphinx looks like Chephren; but since 
resemblance, like beauty, may be in 
eye of the beholder, revisionists felt 
no need to challenge the resemblance 
until it was “proved.” 

Using computer graphics, Dr. 
Mark Lchner, a University of Chicago 
Egyptologist, reconstructed the 
ruined face of the Sphinx as pari of a 
three-dimensional model of the 
Sphinx as it appears today. He con¬ 
cluded that its facial features were 
originally Chephrcn’s, as traditional 
Egyptologists believe. But since he 
used the museum’s Chephren as his 
model — ft made the 3-D Sphinx 


"come alive,” he wrote — his "proof” 
is a technological tautology. This cir¬ 
cular logic can be used to “prove” the 
Sphinx was Elvis Presley. 

Last fall, Detective Frank Domin¬ 
go, the New York Police Depart¬ 
ment’s senior forensic artist, trav¬ 
eled to Egypt with a Sphinx team I 
assembled. He carefully measured 
the Chephren statue and directed the 
photographer to get exact profile and 
full-face views of the Sphinx. 

Despite the damage to the Sphinx’s 
face, the statue and the Sphinx share 
enough undamaged reference points 
for Mr. Domingo to compare their 
facial structures. Using his police 
procedures, he produced an artist’s 
impression of the Sphinx as it might 
have looked originally. 

His report concludes: "After re¬ 
viewing my various drawings, sche¬ 
matics and measurements, my final 
conclusion concurs with my initial 
reaction: the two works represent 
two separate individuals. The propor¬ 
tions in the frontal view and especial¬ 
ly the angles and facial protrusion of 
the lateral views convinced me that 
the Sphinx is not Chephren. If the 
ancient Egyptians were skilled tech¬ 
nicians and capable of duplicating 
images, than these two works cannot 
represent the same individual.” 

Profound technical knowledge 
went into building the Sphinx and 
adjacent temples. If the revisionist 
theory is correct, this implies that 
pre-Hgyplian culture was more so¬ 
phisticated than we ever imagined 
and that our ideas about social evolu¬ 
tion and world^lisfory will need radi¬ 
cal overhauling- LI 



2 Probe to hunt 
“ loch’s bottom, 
g not monster 


LONDON (AP) — Scientists are 
about to probe the depths of Loch 
Ness, not to look for the monster 
but simply for the bottom. 

"This will be a serious scientific 
investigation and not a monster 
hunt," said David Hepple, curator 
of mollusks at the National Muse¬ 
ums of Scotland in Edinburgh. 

In July, investigators from the 
Freshwater Biological Association 
and London’s Natural History 
Museum will take samples of the 
lake's water and sediment and 
survey a V-shaped fissure in the 
lake bed. 

Hepple said the water of Loch 
Ness is so clogged with peat 
fragments that it’s too dark for 
divers to see more than a few 
inches below the surface. 

The scientists hope to find 
whether there are subterranean 
connections to the sea. The Ness 
River, the lake’s outlet to the sea, 
is only a few inches deep at the 
port of Inverness, 

Sir John Murray, who surveyed 
the lake in 1903, reported the 
depth as 754 feet, but one recent 
report found it to be 820 feet deep. 

Loch Ness, hemmed in by moun¬ 
tains, is 24 miles long and averages 
one mile in width. 

Modem sightings of the monster 
were first reported in the 1930s, 
but the earliest recorded was in 
the sixth century. 
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Humming has Hueytown harping 


By Nancy Bereckis 

Pwt HfTjlfi Reporter 

The hills are alive with the 
sound o( humming in Hueytown. 
and so is the ground, the air. and 
even the bathroom plumbing 
Residents of the southwest Jef¬ 
ferson County suburb are com- 
taiiung of a mysterious monotone 
urn that sometimes is so loud 
thev need earmuffs to fall asleep 
“It's a very steady humming 
sound that doesn't change in tone 
or pitch. ” Hueytown Mayor Lillian 
Howard, who has heard the recur¬ 
ring sound, said yesterday 
“Sometimes it comes from the 
ground and sometimes it vibrates 
through the air. hitting gutters and 
walla. In some houses, it's being 


transmitted into the water pipes 
that go into the bathroom.' 

Dozens of people have com¬ 
plained of the hum. which was 
first heard in December and has 
been getUng worse ever since 
Some people believe that a ven¬ 
tilation fan from one of the mines 
run by Jim Walter Resources Inc 
is causing the noise 
The hum is loudest in two subdi¬ 
visions. Virginia Estates and Eden- 
wood Both border the Jim Walter 
mines. 

But Deruus Hall, director of pub¬ 
lic relations for the mining com¬ 
pany. said officials ran tests but 
couldn’t find the source of the 
hum "It's almost hie a movie 
when aliens come down and they 


just hit different places at differ¬ 
ent limes." 

And. to make matters worse, ev¬ 
ery time Hall responds to a resi¬ 
dent's complaint, the hum stops. 
’’It's kind of like when your car 
acts up but when you take it to the 
mechanic it stops." he said 

Residents said the hum is loud¬ 
est at night: especially on Monday 
and Tuesday On cloudy and rainy 
days the hum is extremely loud, 
they said 

One woman said she wears ear- 
muffs to bed to block out the hum. 
Another said the noise was so both¬ 
ersome she couldn't open her win¬ 
dows 

"Some days, though you don't 
hear it because the wind is blowing 


in a different direction," said Rich¬ 
ard Eaton, who has lived in Huey¬ 
town all his life and has heard the 
hum for the last month. 

Eaton said he realizes that Jim 
Walter officials have gauged the 
decibel level of their fans and have 
determined they are not a nui¬ 
sance 

"But it s not the hum level that’s 
a problem It's the steady noise." 
he said 

’’It's like the old Chinese water 
torture. The drip, drip, drip is not 
going to drown you But just like 
that constant raise, in the end it’ll 
drive you crazy.- 

Other companies mining in the 
hills behind Hueytown also hare 
received complaints about the 


hum 

Linda Baker, a spokeswoman for 
Taurus Exploration Inc, said offi¬ 
cials have taken h urt l ing resi¬ 
dents out to their coal bed methane 
wells "When they hear the raise 
the c ompre ss or makes they say It's 
rat the same mend,” she said. 

U S. Steel has mines 10 miles 
from Hueytown. Bat Steve Sehat, 
manager of pablic relations, said 
that’s too far any to eaaae the 
noise. 

Hall called on e ap e iti from the 
University of Alabama's Mineral 
Engineering School yesterday hr 
help in tracking dovnrthe source af 
the bom. 

“Right raw we're puzzled.” he 
said. 
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Why We Love a Mystery 


There is something 
life-affirming about 
a quest for answers 

BY DONNA LARCEN 

AND COLIN MCENROE _ 

HARTFORD COURANT 

A h, sweet mystery of life... 

Finding the mysteries is no 
trouble. We’ve got a million 
of them. Who shot JFK? 
Who built the pyramids? Are there 
UFOs? What happens when we die? Is 
the Shroud of Turin really the image of 
Jesus? Who was Deep Throat? Why was 
1 born? Why am I living? 

“We need to have mysteries,” says 
Dr. Bruce Greyson, a psychiatrist at the 
University of Connecticut Health Cen¬ 
ter and editor of 
the Journal of 
Near Death Ex¬ 
periences. "The 
world can be a 
very frighten¬ 
ing place, and a 
lot of our strug¬ 
gle is with hav¬ 
ing to control 
our environ¬ 
ment. So I think 
we need to re¬ 
treat into fanta¬ 
sy, abandon reality and think about 
things that are beyond our knowledge.” 

There Is also something in us that 
likes to solve puzzles. That could ex¬ 
plain the fascination with the NBC 
show “Unsolved Mysteries,” which ad¬ 
dresses murders and disappearances of 
ordinary people but also has looked at 
Amelia Earhart, the Bermuda Triangle, 
the shroud and UFOs. 

Ws Waal Answer! 

“People find these stories fairly fa¬ 
miliar,’’ says Tim Bogan, coordinating 
producer of the show. “They say, 'I 
know something about this, but what's 
happening?’ People always want an¬ 
swers, and it’s hard for them to accept 
that there are questions that won’t be 
answered, that may take even longer 
than a lifetime.” 

There is also a life-affirming quality 
about the quest for answers. 

“Problem-solving for all living crea¬ 
tures has high life-survival value," says 
George Michael Evica, an English pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Hartford, 
known for his work on the JFK assassi¬ 
nation. If you solve the problems of eat¬ 
ing, shelter and reproduction, “then 
you can get to the pinnacle of problem 
solving.” At the top Is human culture, 
where lie these great mysteries. 

The solution to any mystery has two 
parts. The first is a set of facts that con¬ 
stitute a proof. The second is a willing¬ 
ness to believe those facts. The willing¬ 
ness is often harder to get than the 
facts. 

"I think that’s true," says Joe Nick- 
ell, a science writer in Lexington, Ky. 

Hatty Parisians 

Nickell says a lot of people are ei¬ 
ther too quick to debunk a mystery or 
too eager to embrace it out of sheer 
love of the wondrous. He tries to per¬ 
suade people to investigate each case 
on its merits. 

Nickell has investigated the Shroud 


We need to 
think about 
things that 
are beyond 
our 

knowledge.’ 


j Exploding TVs 

N i plague Netherlands 

& c THE HAGUE, Netherlands — 
* £_ More than 200 people called a 

l t- consumer hot line this week with 
o C reports of television sets that ex- 
u , ploded or caught fire. 

. “ u The country’s consumer safety 
oj .. institute set up the line Monday 
a 3 after receiving reports that 10 

Jj sets had gone up in smoke since 

c-g January. The consumer safety 
agency said it was baffled by the 
-i fires, which have occurred in a 
a. variety of brands. 


THINKING ABOUT THINGS THAT ARE BEYOND OUR KNOWLEDGE 




The Pyramids: The mystery of those giant structures was how ancient people could have built them. 


The Kennedy 
assassination: 
New theories 
are constantly 
added to the 
ones that have 
piled up since 
the president 
was shot in Dal¬ 
las in 1963. 


UFOs: Perhaps our strong inter¬ 
est in alien spacecraft is an at¬ 
tempt to confirm that wo are not 
alone. 



The Bermuda Triangle: Some believe an area of the 
Atlantic swallows ships. 


Amelia Earhart: Disap¬ 
peared without a trace. 


hoax, art or miracle. 


of Turin, the Virgin of Guadeloupe 
and the “crop circles” of England. 
He says he meets people who are 
angry to learn he has explanations 
that do not require the interven¬ 
tion of gods, angels or UFOs. 

"You get the feeling that these 
people don’t want an answer," he 
says. 

Nickell says that some fascina¬ 
tion with the paranormal is a way 
of saying: “Well, science doesn’t 
know everything, and ... I don't 
want it to." 

“You hope the facts transcend 
personalities," says Kenneth L. 
Feder, anthropology professor at 
Central Connecticut State Univer¬ 
sity. “But it’s also people interpret¬ 
ing reality." 

Feder’s book “Frauds, Myths 
and Mysteries" (Mayfield Publish¬ 
ing) offers scientific explanations 
that debunk paranormal claims 
about Stonehenge, Atlantis, the 
Shroud of Turin and Swiss author 
Erich von Daniken’s theories that 
creatures from outer space visited 
Earth in prehistoric times. 

Even though he considers him¬ 
self a hard-headed scientist, Feder 
admits: “We've all got those things 
we hold near and dear to our 
hearts." If you have 20 years of en¬ 
ergy and emotion invested in a 
particular position, you’re not ea¬ 
ger to see it overturned, he says. 

Mark Twain once wrote: “Why 
shouldn’t truth be stranger than 
fiction? Fiction, after all, has to 


stick to possibilities." 

Some cases are so weird and 
complex as to resist explanation. 

Take the JFK assassination. 
Few puzzles have been subjected 
to such exhaustive scientific, in¬ 
vestigative and forensic study. 
And yet, the solutions floating 
around today depend more on per¬ 
sonal interpretation than facts. 

“One of the problems is a multi¬ 
plicity of data, and much of it is 
contradictory," Evica says. “Solv¬ 
ing the JFK mystery has a pro¬ 
found moral dimension for hu¬ 
manity. It goes beyond the clutter 
of data and gets into our passion, 
our history." 

Some mysteries rest mostly on 
faith. If Jack insists that aliens 
from Zetta Reticula routinely ab¬ 
duct Earthlings, examine them 
with gamma rays, erase their 
memories and return them, and 
Jill does not believe him, there is 
no way to resolve their difference. 

So? Are Jack and Jill doomed 
to disagree forever? 

“As a scientist I’m supposed to 
say no," Feder says. “We’ll figure 
everything out eventually." 

The problem, he says, is getting 
people to believe what science fig¬ 
ures out. 

When carbon dating showed 
that the Shroud of Turin is no 
more than 700 years old, Feder 
says, “the devout Shroud of Turin 
guys rejected categorically the 


carbon dates." 

The only impenetrable myster¬ 
ies, he says, are the ones about 
which so little information is avail¬ 
able there is no way to test any hy¬ 
potheses. Nobody knows why an¬ 
cient people built Stonehenge, he 
admits, and there is no way to test 
anybody’s theories about it. 

Feder disputes theorists who 
claim that Stonehenge, the giant 
figures at Easier Island and other 
marvels of prehistory must be the 
work of extraterrestrials because 
primitive peoples could not have 
made them. In his book, he dis¬ 
misses this as a fallacy he calls “our 
ancestors, the dummies.” 

“There seems to be not just a 
little European ethnocentrism at 
work here,” he writes archly. 

When a new mystery springs 
up — huge, flattened circles in 
crop fields in southern England or 
a weeping statue — credulous peo¬ 
ple quickly embrace it. Scientists, 
often venturing far outside the 
field of actual expertise, weigh in 
with competing theories that 
sound persuasive. Hoaxers may 
come forward to claim full respon¬ 
sibility, and other experts may 
then claim the hoaxers are lying. 

Nickell says part of the prob¬ 
lem with paranormal mysteries is 
that they are all so peculiar it is 
impossible to have an established 
procedure for checking them out. 

(continued on page 18) 
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MYSTERIES: VARIATIONS ON A THEME 


HERALD, Bellingham, WA 
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Whatcom County a 
‘refuge’ for Bigfoot 


Bigfoot no longer must tread softly in 
Whatcom County. 

As of today, the county offers refuge to the 
legendary large, furry humanoid. And county 
leaders have beseeched all citizens to recog¬ 
nize the creature’s asylum here. 

At least, the Whatcom County Council did 
by resolution Tuesday. 

Hie council resolved to give succor to the 
well-known but little-seen creature on a re¬ 
quest from the Foothills Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, which is promoting its Bigfoot at 
Baker festival June 19 to 21. 

A1 Magnuson, chamber vice president for 
promotions, had sought a detailed law on 
Sasquatch-slaying crimes and penalties. 

Sasquatch is alive and well here, Magnu¬ 
son claimed. Hikers from Seattle saw one 
near Nooksack River's South Fork April 7. 

“He stared at them for three minutes,” 
Magnuson said. “They stared at him back. 
Then he ambled off” 

Council Chairman Dan Warner shied from 
action involving an ordinance. “I’m con¬ 
cerned about an ordinance protecting a 
mythical animal,” he said. 

Yet, Warner wrote the resolution, which 
the council passed unanimously. 

Magnuson had asked for a Bigfoot-hunting 
ban last spring; The council began to vote on 
the ban, but realized it had convened as the 
county health board. It did not take up the 
proposal again. 


Three Kinds of Mysteries Haunt the Soul 


M ysteries come in three categories: Sticky 
Wickets (continuing debates over facts), 
Wonders and Curiosities (questions whose an¬ 
swers depend on whether you believe in mira¬ 
cles, the occult or UFOs) and Eternal Riddles 
(deep sources of cosmic anxiety). 

I) The Sticky Wltkats 

■ Tha JFK assassination. Lone gunman? 
Magic bullet? The Three Tramps? The mob? Cu¬ 
bans? The military-industrial complex? The 
murder was done in the dawn of America's new 
day of information technology. But computers, 
gas chromatography, digital imaging and neu¬ 
tron activation analysis could not put this one 
together again. 

■ Deep Throat. Alexander Haig? David 
Gergen? Nobody? This one bugs people, partly 
because the press is supposed to clear up mys¬ 
teries, not create them. A new series of books 
and articles has poked at the 20-year-old secret 
without flushing out the Watergate mole. 

■ Shakespeare. This is still a real whowro- 
teit. If it wasn't Will, was it probably his con¬ 
temporary, the Earl of Oxford, Edward de 
Vere? The earl’s detractors call him a murder¬ 
er, liar, drunkard and molester of small boys, 


but one theory runs that de Vere took on the 
false identity of Shakespeare to conceal that 
many of his love sonnets were to his paramour, 
the Earl of Southampton. 

■ Inslaw and Danny Casolaro. Probably 
the least famous mystery listed here, but if 
true, it makes Watergate look like an episode of 
“Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood." One argument 
goes that a group of Reagan cronies, inside and 
outside the U.S. Department of Justice, conspir¬ 
ed during the 1980s to steal some valuable soft¬ 
ware from Inslaw, a private company, and that 
Casolaro, a free-lance journalist, was murdered 
when he got too close to the truth. The other ar¬ 
gument is that Inslaw was just a mom-and-pop 
company thal lost a big government contract, 
and Casolaro committed suicide. 

■ Elvis sightings. Enough already — he’s 
dead. Charles C. Thompson II and James P. 

Cole, authors of “The Death of Elvis” (Dela- 
corte, $19.95), said the mystery endures because 
Memphis authorities did not release the autop¬ 
sy reports. 

2) Wonders and Curiosities 

■ The Shroud of Turin. Some say it is the 

burial covering of Christ. Carbon dating says it 
is no more than 700 years old. The man's image 


on the cloth is the result either of a miracle or 
artistry. 

■ Stonehenge. It was started 5,000 years 
ago and took 2,000 years to build. Could people 
from a simple agrarian culture quarry and ar¬ 
range these huge stones? Or is it evidence of an¬ 
other, more sophisticated lost civilization? 

■ Crop rings. Something or somebody 
keeps flattening grain fields, usually English 
ones, in very precise, large circular designs. 
UFOs? Sex-crazed hedgehogs? Pranksters? In 
1991, a couple of guys claimed to have made the 
rings, but aficionados — known as cereologists 
— claim it would have been technically impos¬ 
sible. 

■ UFOs and alien abductions. Thanks to 
"E.T.,” "War of the Worlds,” endless Hollywood 
interpretations and the National Enquirer, we 
seem to love these. Alien abduction is the latest 
buzzword, thanks to Whitley Strieber, author 
of the 1987 personal narrative “Communion.” 

3) Eternal Riddles 

■ Who started the universe? Why am I 
here? What's the meaning of life? These are 
the imponderables that lead to religion, New 
Age movements and all-night dorm sessions. 

HARTFORD COURAN1 


| Modem man’s 
8 origin in doubt 
l after skulls found 

U Reuter _ 

g; BERKELEY, Calif — Two 
-> 350,000-year-old skulls from 
- China have shaken the theory that 
' a ' modern man came out of Africa. 
v U.S. and Chinese anthropolo- 
| gists say in the latest issue of the 
1-1 British scientific journal Nature 
l that while the brain casings of the 
n skulls are those of the primitive 
■o homo erectus man, their facial 
c features are relatively modern. 

3 Current theory holds modern 
„ man, homo sapien, developed first 
• in Africa and then spread out to 
. other continents, replacing homo 
® erectus (primitive man). 

« Berkeley anthropologist 
Su Dennis Etler and Chinese anthro- 
§ pologist Li Tianyuan say the 
o modern facial features of the 
0 skulls indicate modern man did 
,g not originate in Africa and then 
migrate to other continents but 
g may have evolved simultaneously 
■g in several places. 


It Elvit alive? No, but controversy surround- Last year, two hoaxers said the were responsible for England’s crop circles, but experts 
ing his death it. say it’s technically impossible. 


Who was Shakespeare? Some 
believe he was an earl. 


The biggest mystery 
of them all, the uni¬ 
verse: Where did it 
come from and 
where are we going? 


j Hueytown buzzes 
\ with new theories 

1 on infamous hum 

By Nancy Bereckis 

rH Post-Herald Reporter 

A Bermuda Triangle-like electro- 
a. magnetic field could be causing 
Hueytown’s now-infamous hum. 

• At least that’s the latest theory on 

the source of the noise that has been 
irritating Hueyton residents for the 
- past five months, 
n But it's not the only hypothesis. 

•§, Since the Western Star newspaper 
o and the Birmingham Post-Herald 
B first reported the hum last month, 
an increasing number of people have 
as been volunteering theories on where 
. it is coming from. 

2 But there still is no clear resolu- 

3 tion to the mystery, 
gj “The hum has taken on a life of Its 
= own," said Dennis Hall, director of 
H public relations for the mining com- 
55 • pany, Jim Walter Resources Inc. 

S “Yet no one’s hit on the cause.” 

Residents first thought the noise 
was from a new ventilation fan re¬ 
cently installed at Jim Walter. But 
Hall said he has no evidence that the 
new fan is making any more noise 
than the old fan. 


Hearing the Hum 


Residents have no trouble 
heamg the Hueytown hum, but 
visitors sometimes find it elusive. 
Here ares some tips h hum 
heamg: 

■ Best location — Residents 
claim the hum Is loudest 
around the Virginia Mines area 
of Hueytown, which Is off of 
Virginia Drive in the southwest 
comer of the Jefferson County 
suburb. Residents in Lakeview 
Estates. Virginia Estates. 
Edenwood and other nearby 
subdivisions report hearing the 
noise. 

■ Best lime — The hum is 
usually loudest at night, 
especially on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. Residents, 
however, have heard it also on 
weekends. When it's cloudy or 
rainy the hum is usually 
audible. 

Scxrces Hueytown resxiants 


Now some people have added to 
the traditional ventilation-fan theory 
by suggesting that the hum is actu¬ 
ally a harmonic convergence of the 
sounds emitting from not only the 
Jim Walter fan but all the fans lo¬ 
cated in nearby mines. 

And besides the unusual elec¬ 
tronic-field reasoning, there’s at 
least one person who believes the 
hum is caused by a local airplane 
repairman who revs up the engines 
he fixes to make sure they work. 

Still others say the hum is getting 
louder due to the addition of dozens 
of idling cars and trucks belonging 
to news crews that have descended 
on Hueytown since the hum story hit 
the newsstands. 

Almost every local newspaper, 
and radio and television station has 
reported on the hum. The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution has run a story. 
And national news crews from ABC 
and CNN have come to Hueytown. 

“The funny thing is that when re¬ 


porters come, the hum stops," Hall 
said. 

A local pilot first floated the idea 
last week that an electro-magnetic 
field caused by high-voltage power 
lines was responsible for the hum. 

An electro-magnetic field Is pre¬ 
sent around any electrical device, 
like a computer or television set. 

But Chris Conway, spokesman for 
Alabama Power, said it would be 
highly unlikely that such a field 
could cause a noise. And, he added, 
there is no evidence that any un¬ 
usual electrical sources are present 
in Hueytown 

Although interesting, the theories 
are no comfort to the people of 
Hueytown who are bothered by the 
annoying resonance. 

“It woudn’t be bad if it was just a 
little background hum, but it’s 
really irritating,” said JoAnn Hicks, 
a hum victim. "Listening to it makes 
me really ticked off at the world.”- 


o 

M 

O 
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‘Snowman’ really ‘tree-eating monster’ 

MOSCOW (AFP-Jiji) — A mysterious “abominable snowman’’ 
whose footprints have been spotted in northern Russia is really a “tree¬ 
eating forest monster,” according to a local expert who has spent 15 
years trying to track down the creature. 

Specialist Vyacheslav Oparin said his conclusion was based on “the 
bone of a giant, unknown animal discovered in the forest” in the Kare¬ 
lia section of northern Russia, near the border with Finland, according 
to a report by ITAR-Tass. 

He speculated that the creature resembled “less a man than some 
sort of extraterrestrial creature.” It has “two teeth 15 centimeters long” 
that it uses to “peel bark off trees and branches to eat,” he said. 
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“ What I saw was a ghost” — Wisconsin resort guest 


‘Something’ is out there, 
haunting Sawyer County 


KATHY OLSON correspondent 


S HAYWARD, W1S. 

omething is out there, deep in the 
heart of Sawyer County amid 17,000 
acres of the best fishing waters in the 
Midwest. 


cord muskie story, and people are always 
skeptical. I didn’t want to sound like peo¬ 
ple who have lunch with Elvis or just 
talked to God." 

The photograph shows a shape shroud¬ 
ed in white, suspended in front of a tree- 
line. 

Denninger and a client who is a long¬ 
time friend, were doing some fall fishing, 
sitting in lawn chairs on the shore of one 
of the flowage's 140 islands while hook- 
rigged suckers plied the depths for those 
famous fall lunker muskies. 

“All of a sudden he looked at me, his 
mouth was wide open, and his face white 
as a ghost, and said, ‘Al, wha, wha, 
what's that?’ ” Denninger said. 

“I looked at him and asked, ‘Since 
when do you stutter?’ Then I looked up 
and saw it coming down through the 
trees on the island across the channel.” 

Denninger, who never goes anywhere 
without at least one camera, grabbed his 
Polaroid and shot. 

“Then the camera refused to shoot 
again, and I thought I was out of film. 
I’m fumbling around for more film or 
another camera, all the while not taking 
my eyes off it, and my mind is going 



More than a few 
people on the Chip¬ 
pewa Flowage are 
talking about it, but 
quietly. 

“I was never going 
to mention it in pub¬ 
lic,” said profession¬ 
al fishing guide Al 
Denninger. "But one 
night some of us 
were talking, and I 
just pulled out this 
photo and asked if 
anyone ever saw 
anything like this.” 

Denninger, 45, a Milwaukee firefighter 
for 23 years and also a licensed guide on 
the flowage for the past 17 years, had 
taken the photograph while fishing on the 
“Big Chip” last October. 

"I intended to keep quiet about it,” 
Denninger said. "It’s like a world’s re¬ 


Dennlnger 



This — the white blob hovering In mid air Just off the Island's shore — Is the 
“something" Denninger photographed with his Polaroid camera. Then the cam¬ 
era for no discernible reason failed to operate. 


The ghosts of 
Chippewa Flowage 

1. Golden Fawn Lodge 

2. Ghost Island 

3. Graveyard Point 

4. Indian Trail Resort 


Chippewa 
Flowage 


To Couderay and 
Wis. 27, 70 
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through its file, like, ‘It’s mist, it’s 
smoke, it’s a weather balloon, it’s 
. . . a ghost.’ I never saw a ghost 
before, and I didn’t have a handy 
reference to turn to." 

Then his camera jammed, so he 
kept watching the “ghost,” which 
he said remained in its position 
about 10 feet above the ground 
near the shore for about a minute 
and a half, then drifted to the left 
and up again through the trees. 

“All this time, it never changed 
shape,” he said. “And it had been 
raining for five straight days, so 
smoke was not a possibility. Be¬ 
sides, I know what smoke looks 
like." 

He jumped in his boat and mo¬ 
tored to the spot where the 
“ghost” had been, but found noth¬ 
ing to explain what he had seen, 
and what, by now, had developed 
on the Polaroid exposure. 

"My client thought we’d call it a 
day, so we went in,” he said, 
laughing. 

Denninger works out of Indian 
Trail Resort, a place rich in its 
own lore. Co-owner John Dettloff, 
a fishing guide and president of 


the Sawyer County Historical Soci¬ 
ety, listened to Denninger’s story 
and then went to the site. He 
picked up some leaves for later 
examination, but found no solid 
clues to explain what the two men 


had seen. Dettloff continued his 
investigation. 

“I had Al’s photo with me when 
I went over to Golden Fawn 
Lodge, which is near the island, to 
talk to the owners,” Dettloff said. 


“I asked Barb McMahon, one of 
the owners, if she ever saw or 
heard anything strange on that is¬ 
land. and she said, ‘Oh, you mean 
Ghost Island?’ ’’ 

McMahon, who has lived across 
from the island for 20 years, said 
guests named it Ghost Island be¬ 
cause of the many strange noises 
they heard, especially at night. 

“The noises have scared peo¬ 
ple," she said, “but no one that I 
know of, except Al, has ever seen 
anything there.” 

Michael Norman, a River Falls 
author and journalism professor 
who has devoted years to collect¬ 
ing and reporting ghost stories, 
said he had never heard about 
ghosts in this particular area. But 
it’s not unusual, he added. 

“It’s amazing how many people 
have these stories," said Norman, 
who has co-authored with Beth 
Scott the books “Haunted Wiscon¬ 
sin” and “Haunted Heartland.” 

Dettloff said an old road crossed 
the island. “I couldn’t find any re¬ 
cords of anyone ever living there. 
But there are two old graveyards 
on the flowage. There are proba¬ 
bly a lot of spirits out there." 

In 1923. Northern States Power 


NORTHSIDE PEOPLE, Dallas, TX - June 18, 1992 

Life on Mars? Former NASA staffer thinks so 


By Natasha Kroeger 

Is there life on Mars? Was there 
at one time? 

Former NASA consultant Richard 
Hoagland thinks the space agency 


may be sitting on information that 
proves some sort of intelligent 
beings once lived on the Red Plant. 

“We have enough evidence to 
bring down an indictment.” he told 
Northside People this week. “But we 


must have better evidence to con¬ 
vict.” 

Hoagland, who will present a 
seminar at 7:30 p.m. Friday, June 19 
at the Holiday Inn Crown Plaza on 
Valley View Drive, said photographs 


taken by the Viking space orbiter 
in 1976 indicate the presence of 
pyramid-shaped structures as well as 
a structure in the shape ot a human 


face. 

His evidence comes from the use 
of mathematical a calculation 
known as fractal analyses. 

Hoagland said the U.S. govern¬ 
ment is engaged in an intricate 
maneuver to cover up this mission. 
He said the knowledge of artificial¬ 
ly produced shapes on the planet's 
surface is the reason President 
George Bush said, “We will go to 
Mars” last month when discussing 
the space agency's budget. 

“A government that views its role 


paternalistically will not readily 
release such findings on national 
security grounds,” Hoagland said. 

NASA officials, for their part, 
have discounted but not totally dis¬ 
missed Hoagland's theories. 

“The U.S. has already announced 
its intention to go to Mars," said 
Brian Welch of the Johnson Space 
Center. 

“We are reasonably sure that 
within the next century we will 
physically explore that planet and 
one way or another we will know 
whether or not Hoagland’s theories 
are rooted in reality." 


Welch said scientists thought 
there was a possibility life existed 
on Mars in the mid 1970s, when 
Viking orbiters and landers were 
launched. Elaborate soil tests were 
conducted and the results made 
public. The tests were looking for 
bacteria, microscopic particles or 
other indications of life. 

“So I would say the government 
has not exhibited any tendency 
toward squelching information rel¬ 
evant to this possibility," Welch said. 

Tickets to Hoagland’s seminar 
cost $10. 


Co. completed its dam on the 
Chippewa River at Winter and 
flooded the area, which became 
the Chippewa Flowage. The im¬ 
poundment connected 10 existing 
lakes, and among the areas affect¬ 
ed were an Indian village called 
Post belonging to the Lac Courte 
Orielles tribe; a Catholic Church 
and cemetery, now known as 
Graveyard Point; and an Ameri¬ 
can Indian burial site Many 
graves were moved to higher 
ground, but some remain at their 
original sites, complete with tomb¬ 
stones. 

Graveyard Point is near Indian 
Trail Resort, and at least four 
people tell more than fish stories 
about the famous landmark. 

“What I saw was a ghost,” said 
Tim Cook, 27, of Libertyville, Ill. 

Cook, a guest at the resort last 
fall, was fishing with a friend, An¬ 
dy McClenahan, and they were on 
their way back to the resort 

“We wanted to hit Graveyard 
Point before we quit, but it was 
pretty windy,” he recalled. “We 
didn’t know if we could drift-fish 
past there. When we got to the 
point, no wind was blowing. It was 
absolutely calm. 

“We hadn't been there very long 
.when Andy said, ‘What’s that?’ I 
looked toward the tombstones and 
said, ‘Oh my God!’ We both 
freaked." 

Cook described what they saw 
as “a man in a flowing gray robe, 
about 6 feet tall, floating above 
the graves.” 

“We kept looking, and he clearly 
looked right at us, and just floated 
back into the woods,” Cook said. 

Later, at Indian Trail Resort, 
Cook told his story, then headed 
back to Graveyard Point with 
eight people who wanted to see for 
themselves; But a thick fog and a 
strong wind made that impossible. 

Both Denninger and Cook recall 
other odd occurrences. “As soon as 
it (the apparition) was gone, my 
camera worked again,” Denninger 
said. “When I walked into the 
woods below where it was, the 
temperature dropped several de¬ 
grees. 

Cook recalled that once when he 
and his brother Sean were fishing 
off the point, his rod snapped in 
half and ‘the same thing happened 
to Brent Hersch.'’ Cook said nei¬ 
ther his brother nor Hersch had a 
strike when their rods snapped 


19 





MYSTTOIES 
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Sasquatch sage suggests man-beast may make last stand in B.C. 


LARRY PYNN __ 

Sun Provincial Reporter 

David George Gordon stares poker-faced 
across the table and insists B.C. could be the 
last stand for that mythical man-beast, the 
Sasquatch. 

Seriously. 

If the Sasquatch exists at all, says the 42- 
year-old Washington state biologist and 
nature writer, it exists here. 

“I think we’re greatly impacting the range 
of the Sasquatch,” he asserts, pointing to for¬ 
est dearcutting and the population explosion 
pushing northward from California. 

“Wa are quite likely seeing the last of a 
dying breed. It's highly likely B.C. would be 
the last great stronghold of these crea¬ 
tures.” 

Gordon, a biologist and nature writer from 
Port Townsend, is the author of the newly 
published Field Guide to the Sasquatch, a sci¬ 


entific view of the beast complete with a 
family tree, historical sightings and evidence- 
gathering techniques. 

Based on reported sightings over a century, 
he speculates the Sasquatch is primarily a 
vegetarian, 2.S to 3.S metres tall, hairy and 
human-like — and highly secretive. 

People can laugh all they want, he says, but 
it’s usually nervous laughter. 

“We have a hard time dealing with the idea 
there is a creature of this size and similarity 
to human beings that we don't know about. 
That in itaelf is going to raise some titters.” 

Gordon, who conveniently refuses to take a 
Arm position on the issue, is nonetheless 
appalled that scientists choose to ignore the 
Sasquatch. 

And despite numerous hoaxes over the 
years, he argues that some footprints cannot 
be easily discounted and certain hair samples 
go scientifically untested because of lack of 
private money. 


Even within the shadowy world of crypto¬ 
zoology (the science of hidden animals), the 
Sasquatch holds bottom rung on the ladder, 
far below even Okanagan Lake’s Ogopogo 
monster — believed by some to be a land¬ 
locked sturgeon. 

“People who investigate Sasquatches are 
looked upon as California crazies,” he admits. 

There is only one Sasquatch capture on 
record. 

The Victoria Daily Colonist reported on 
July 4, 1884, that a train crew captured a 
hairy, 1.4-metre-high, gorilla-like creature 
named Jacko and placed him in the jail in 
the Fraser River community of Yale. 

Jacko’s fete went unreported. 

He also suspects the Sasquatch is society's 
way of throwing a monkey wrench into a sci¬ 
entific, know-it-all world. 

“People want to believe in monsters,” he 
says. “It’s a romantic idea — a wild creature 
living in harmony with its environment.” 



MARK VAN MANEN 


WRITE STUFF: Author David 
George Gordon with his field 
guide to hairy creature 
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Lost at sea in the Bermuda Triangle 


BY DEBRA K. MINOR 

Orlando Sentinel 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The trop¬ 
ical waters off Florida, however 
lovely they are, have a dark side. 

In an area covering about 
44,000 square miles, hundreds 
of vessels and aircraft, along 
with thousands of their crew 
members, have vanished with¬ 
out any indication of distress, 
leaving no oil slicks or debris. 
The Coast Guard classifies them 
as “disappeared” at sea. (A clas¬ 
sification of “lost" at sea would 
suggest that some wreckage had 


been found.) This area, stretch¬ 
ing from Bermuda southwest to 
Miami, southeast to the Ba¬ 
hamas and Puerto Rico, then 
northwest again to Bermuda has 
come to be unaffectionately 
known as the Bermuda Trian¬ 
gle. 

In Mission: Bermuda Trian¬ 
gle, part of the largest expan¬ 
sion in Sea World’s 19-year his¬ 
tory, visitors can participate in 
a simulated research dive to the 
Puerto Rico Trench area of the 
Triangle. But be prepared for 
the unexpected. 


As you wait to enter the at¬ 
traction, overhead monitors 
show a fascinating documentary 
on the Triangle’s history of 
strange occurrences. A Triangle 
with Two Sides tells about the 
1918 disappearance of the 
Navy’s USS Cyclops and its load 
of manganese ore. The mysteri¬ 
ous disappearance of the 500- 
foot vessel with its crew of 308 
was classified by the Navy as a 
wartime loss, even though there 
was no activity in the area on 
that day. 

And then there was Flight 19 


— a Naval air training squadron 
from Fort Lauderdale whose 
last radio communication in 
1945 was, “We are completely 
lost.” A sea plane sent to search 
for the squadron also disap¬ 
peared. Six pilots and 20 crew 
members never were heard 
from again. 

More chilling facts are pre¬ 
sented as narrator Hugh Down* 
explains that the two sides of 
the Triangle are representative 
of the believers — those urlio 


believe that some unknown 
force reigns in that area — and 
the skeptics, who offer theoret¬ 
ical and scientific explanations 
for the disappearances. 

As you weave your way to the 
attraction’s entrance, you'll see 
several models of submersibles 
used in deep-sea research and 
recovery dives. Charts and 
graphics along the walls offer 
more information about the 
mysterious Triangle. 

Once inside, groups of about 
60 are led into one of two large 
briefing rooms at Research Base 
Sea Scan, where another short 
video is presented. This one 
tells about the exploration area. 
“Your mission should be a 
smooth one,” Downs says on the 
briefing video, “But, after all, 
this is the deep sea — and, 
moreover, the Bermuda Trian¬ 
gle.” 

With that, you are led to the 
boarding area of either the Nep¬ 
tune, Skipjack or Barracuda, 
deep-water submersibles that 
will carry you on your expedi¬ 
tion. A door opens to reveal a 
small cabin area with several 
rows of seats. After everyone is 
buckled in, the mission begins. 
This is where flight simulator 
technology takes over. 

As a video is presented on 
the screen at the front of the 
cabin, the entire cabin begins 
to move, mocking the move¬ 
ments of a vessel on the water s 
surface. After plunging below 
the surface, it’s smooth sailing 
until your sub gets a little too 
close to a humpback whale and 
her calf. The jolt is a quick pitch 
forward with shudders from 
side to side. All is well again un¬ 
til a sister vessel radios about a 
discovery nearby. 

Why, it’s the USS Cyclops, 
eerily poised along the edge of 
the Puerto Rico Trench. Imag¬ 
ine that! A quick swing across 
the ship's deck and Whoa!, an 
undersea earthquake stirs up 
the water, knocking your vessel 
all about and finally causing the 
Cyclops to tip over. Quick! Back 
to the surface! Whew! That was 
a close one! 

Depending on where you sit 
in the cabin, your 4'/i-minute 
ride will be moderately rough. 
If you get a seat near the right 
rear corner of the simulator, 
prepare to be jerked and tossed 
around like a kernel of corn in 
an air popper. 

The ride strategically lets you 
off at the gift shop, which offers 
nautical clothing, items with the 
attraction’s logo, toy models of 
divers and sea creatures and«d- 
ucrUenal books. 



s On a wild goose chase 
g- for Russian \Bigfoot ? 

Beset by ethnic strife and eco¬ 
nomic hardships, Russians have 
little inclination for frivolous pur¬ 
suits these days. But the hunt for 
a Caucasian Bigfoot may provide a 
welcome diversion from worrying 
about the price of cabbages. 

Two months from now, a Fran- 
co-Russian expedition will set off 
into the remote gorges of the 
Caucasus Mountains to track 
down the “almasty,” the Russian 
version of the Himalayan Yeti and 
the North American Sasquatch. 

The group of Russian and French adventurers 
will be headed by Marie-Jeanne Koffmann, a 70- 
year-old Frenchwoman who has spent a quarter 
century trying to prove the almasty's existence. 

She has recorded 200 sightings by other people — 
the last one on Aug. 25,1991. 

She felt confident enough to provide an Identikit 
picture published recently in the French newspaper 
Le Figaro. It depicted an apelike creature between 
6 and 7 feet tall, covered in reddish hair, with 
jutting eyebrows, receding chin, strong cheekbones 
and slit eyes. 

The Caucasian yeti is said to make a monoto¬ 
nous drumming sound; just how, no one is quite 
sure. Like his American and Asian cousins, he gives 
off a strong odor and is extremely shy, moving 
mainly at night Based on the depth of his foot¬ 
prints, Koffman estimates the almasty’s weight at 
400 to 500 pounds. And she says he eats berries, 
roots, eggs, frogs, lizards and small rodents. 

These are amazing details. How can anyone 
determine the diet of a creature whose existence 
has yet to be proven? 

But such questions don’t faze the elderly French¬ 
woman. Besides belonging to the Moscow Geo¬ 
graphical Society, she is a member of the Interna¬ 
tional Society for Cryptozoology — the study of 
animal life for which there is little evidence — 
which must of necessity have different TUles. 

Her information on the almasty is based on 
interviews with Caucasian shepherds, farmers, 
soldiers — anyone who claims to have seen one or 
heard of one — and she cheerfully admits that it is a 
mixture of fact and legend. 

Koffirian’&mast interesting anecdote: an elderiy 
village doctor recalled that in 1941 he examined a 
remarkably shaggy-haired man who was suspected 



sf being a weirdly disguised wartime spy. The 
doctor thought he was an almasty, but couldn't 
remember whether the creature spoke any known 
language. Of course that was during World War II, 
in the Communist era, and whatever medical 
records there were in the village had been lost. 

One problem the yeti hunters will encounter is 
large numbers of incredibly old people, some of 
them quite shaggy, who have trouble separating 
myth from reality. The Caucasus Mountains are 
famed both for the longevity of their inhabitants — 
140-year-olds are considered routine — and the 
tall tales spun by the old-timers. 

Koffman and her fellow anthropologists will be 
well-equpped with four-wheel-drive vehicles, night 
vision devices, a light aircraft and a video camera 
mounted on a remote-controlled helicopter. The 
latter assumes that if the almasty is too shy to allow 
human beings to approach he might not object to a 
large aerial egg-beater. 

The expedition hopes for a “direct contact" that 
will provide irrefutable proof in the form of video 
tape or still photographs. Of course, photos can lie. 
Remember one of California’s Bigfoot? It never 
impressed the scientific community and wound up 
as a whiskey commercial. 

This time maybe a vodka ad? 

Malger Jensen is international editor of the Rocky 
Mountain News. 
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